Naked Truth 


TRUTH ty _ 


ing it ſelf in ſeveral Particulate, for 
the removing of Hinderances out of 
the way of the Simple-hearted, that 
they may come to true Knowledge; 
Life, Liberty, Peace and Joy in the 
Lord, through the vertue and power 
of his precious Truth, revealed and 
working in them, _ , 
Given forth by way of Dreſtion and Anſoer. 


Ihereunto are added, ſome Experiences, with 
ſome Scriptures very ſweet, and neceſſary to 
be experienced in the Goſpel-ſtate. 

As alſo, A few words concerning the. True 
Chriſt; and a few words in the Bowels of tender love 
and goodwill to my native Country. 
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By along Mourner and Tr av ” after, but at length an | 
happy Experiencer of the Truth, as it is in Jeſu US, 


KB ISAAC PENINGTON, 


Bleſſe1 are + che eyes, ; which ſee the rp mt: EN Tor 
Luke 10. 23. ; 
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'The Preface, : 


Rue Knowledg, and true Experience. 
eſpecially concerning things of neceſ- 
© cy and preat concern to the Soul, u very 
 prectous, As to know the true Fo unidation; 
J the Corner-Stone, which God layes mm bis 
{ Spiritual Sion, and the Heavenly Jeru- 
 /alem, which s ' the Mother of” all _ are 
q born of God 5 and the gathering out of the 
ſpirit of this World (with the vanity ond 
Yale: thereof ) mmto God's Spirit ; which 
q :s Truth and no Lye 5 and the butlding up 
8 of the holy Temple, in which God eppears 
| and 1s wo: ſhipped, end the heavenly Com 
munton with the Father and Son, in the one 
pure Lipht, which ſhines from them into the 
beart 3 and the one Faith, the one  Circuin- 
(1/1on, the one Baptiſm, the one boly Mour- 
tain, the one feaſt of. fat things mate there- 
2 ”7, 


_— 


e Freracee 
on, the one Water of Life, the one Bread, 


the one Cup of Salvation, &c. Now the | 
things of the Kzngdom, are all at the diſ- | 
Tohimall Po- | 
wer is piven, in himare hid all the Trea- | 
ſures of Wiſdom and Knowledge, he hath Þ 
life in himſelf, and be bath life to diſpoſe Þ 


poſe of the King therepf, 


of and diſpenſe to his, He proes the true 


Knowledge, which is Life Eternal; He {| 

g1ves Rep entance and ; 
He teacheth to believe in the Father, and | 
He 1s the Shepherd | 
of the Sheepy who by hts Vatce quickeneth | 
and maketh altve, and teadeth and preſer- | 


Remiſſun of Sins, 
he eveth Faith alſo. 


weth and nourifheth up to Life Cera, 
Therefore whoever will underſtand aright, 
at recetTe underſtanding from him : 


And whoever wall repent aright, muſk re- | 
cerve repentance from bim : And whoever | 
will believe aright, muſt recetve Faith from | 
And whoever will hear and ſee a- | 


ht : 
right, muſt receive an ear and eye from 
þ:2: and whoever will come unto bir and 
receive him, muſt witneſs that new heart 
forming or formed in him,, wherenith and 


whereby 


T he Preface. 


| whereby be is received. Men greatly mi- 
d fake and erre about the Goſpel-knowledge 
) and Religion, by beginning therein without 
7 I the Goſpel-Spirit and Power, 

| Therefore, that man that would not be 
Ledind, and loſe bis Soul for ever 5 let 
him take heed bow be begins, how he ſtands, 
Hand how he proceeas 1 in his Religion. The 
$ Jews- -ſtate ftood in the Revelation of God's 
Spirit and Power outwardly: and the ſtate 
Bof the Chriſtians, the New-Covenant-ftate 
ands in the revelation of Gods Spirit and 
Power inwardly, For none can bepet a new 
or to God inwardly, but his own Spirit 
nd Power, working inwardly in the beart, 

Iherefore thou that wouldeſt live with God 
for ever, and not periſh from the Preſence 
nd Glory of his Power, mind theſe three 
| things, 7 t;ſt, God's and 2 viſiting thee, 

" ſnd making areal change in thee, 1 danct 

nean @ change 1n thy 7 mma, from one TIOU= 

n to another + but @ change in thy heart, 

7012 one nature and ſpirit to another, This 

5 the preat Work, which nothing but the 

Pebry Power of God, which raiſed Jeſus 


# 3 from 


hz wrought out im thee, wait for the api 
pearing and working of that Poney, which 


it daily more and more, in theſe that unit, 
29 it,and grue up to its operations, O wal 


'The P Res 


791 the dead, can effeit in the hearts off 
the children of men! Now that this ma)l: 


= 


(by its appearing and working ) doth effetiy 


to feel the Power begetting ſomewhat of us 
own nature in thee, leavening thee into ith 
aature by the pure heavenly leaven, wherd 
with God waits to leaven thy beart, Thul 


; 
feel thy beginning from the true Root, fron | / 


the holy Principle, from the Seed of ti y 
Kengdom : and then watt to feel that grow 5 
up in thee, and to grow up therefrom : tha h 
as the beginning rs pure, ſo the growth ma 


be pure alſo, For after God hath viſit l 
thee, and begotten ſomewhat im thee, anl t 
leavened thee in ſome meaſure 5 ſo thi © 
there ts true life, true {e nſe, rue hunge ” 
ings, true breathings after the Lord, a /e 
his Righteouſneſs , after the Fountain : 
lIiwing Wateis : then (inthe next plac: , 


mind and wait tolearn of the true Teacht 
how to come to the true Waters, that th 
6-4 : 4 08 . may 


The Preface. 
 mayſt drink thereof ,and of no dirty puddle, 
* of thy own or any others forming, IWhere 
* are theſe Waters diſpenſed, and where'are 
7 they to be found ? why,in the New-Cove- 
nant, which God makes with the hungry 
8 and thirſty Souls, as they come to the Shep- 
2 berd, and hear his Voice, and learn of him, 
1 and follow him. Therefore, thou muſt wait 
8 to diftkinguilh Spirits, and the knocks of 
0 Spirits anthy own heart, Thou muſt know 
1,4 when the Shepherd kmieks, and when the 
s ſtranger knocks : and let inthe Shepherd 
when he knocks 3 and not let 12 the ſtran- 
ger when he knocks, Thus by knowing 
hl 61-2, enclining thine ear to him, and hear- 
| zng his voce; thou comelt to have the ever- 
laſting Covenant made with thy Soul, even 
the ſure Mercies of David 3 wherein the 
1 #nton with God ts ſures the Teacher ſure, 
nA never more to be removed from thee ; the 
S fear which God puts into the heart ſure 5 
the Law of the new life ſure, being ſo writ- 
j ten tn thy hear by the finger of Gods Spi- 
-þofl 77> as none can blot out 3 the love of God 
oj [ures his preſervation ſure, the inheritance 


A4 of 


The Firefade. 


of life ſure, O ſweet (ovenant ! O holy | 


Cavenant | 0 bleſſed Covenant ! and bleſs | 
{ed are 'all thoſe Souls with whom God | 
makes this Covenant, and who are kept by 


him an the fenſe and enjoyment of it ! 


| Now, laſtly; After God hath made | 


this Covenant with thee, and ſpoken peace 


ta thee, and given thee of the Power, Righ= | 
teouſneſs, and joy of the Kingdom, and ſet | 
the holy Heape of his Poner and Wall of | 


Salvation about thee , thou muſt take heed 
of going forth after any tuſt, after any deſire 
of the fleſh, after any temptation of the ene- 


my : thou muſt keep within the boly Iimats, | 
and not touch any dead or unclean thing, || 


leſt thau be defiled, and ſo in degree ſepa- | 


rated from bim who is pure. 


\ Theoccaſion of what follows was briefly | 


There was a controverſie between me and 


another, about many of theſe things 3 to- || 
werds whom my love was in a travel, And 


having a ſenſe on my heart, that the enemy 
makes uſe of the wrong apprebenſions and 
miſtakes. he bepets in mens minas about 
AR  _- theſe 


Who 
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The F r eface, 
theſe things, contrary to the true knowledg 
and. experience, which God prveth to the 
(hildren which are born of the Heavenly 
Womb, who indeed alone can rightly plead 
for and juſtifie thetr Mother, in this day 
of great ſtrife and contention about the 
Kingdom and right Heir thereof's I ſay, 
having this ſenſe on my heart, and theſe 
things naturally ſpringing up and opening 
in me upon this occaſion, 1 was drawn.in 
love, and in the motion of life, thus to give 


them forth to others, hoping tvat the Lord 


may thereby open the minds of ſome to- 
wards, and confirm the minds of others 1n 


| the ſenſe and belief of the Truth, and the 


inward manifeſtation of his Spirit, which 
diſcovers and ſtrrves againſt the darkneſs, 
lufts, and corruptions in them. The Lord 


give People the ſenſe of the ſtrivings and 


reproofs of his holy Spirit inwardly mn therr 


| bearts, and jayn their ſpirits thereto, that 


they may recerve Light, Life, Vertue and 
Strength from his holy Spirit, and thereby 
witneſs the overcoming and keeping under 
the enemy of their ſouls that they may ww 
what 


The Preface, 
what it ts, to bave the ſeed of the Woman | 
bruiſe the Serpents bead in thetr own par- Þ 
ticulars, that ſo the holy Child Feſus may | 
be exalted ( his Horn exalted in them) = I 
he may reign and exerciſe his Government 
in them, and they may become Kings and || 
Priefis to God, and reign in him, over all Þ\ 
that bis Power « ordained to break and keep 
under, yea utterly conſume and deſtroy , in Þ 
the hearts of thoſe that ſubmit themſelves | 
willingly to him, and walk n the Light and | 
Lontings of his boly Spit, Amen, : 
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NAKED TRUTH; 
O R, 
Truth "alan Jap ſelf in ſe- 


veral Particulars, for the remoring 
of Hinderances, &s. Given forth 
by way of ©ueſtion and Anſwer. 


I 


Concerning underſtanding the Holy Scrip- 
tures iruly and aright. | 


Queſt. 

\ \ J Hether the Scriptures can be underſtood 
aright, without the Light of God's boly 
Spiruc ſhining inwardly in the heart, and giving 

the [r4He underſtanding of them e | 
eAnſw. No, not poflibly : for as the out- 
ward eye cannot poſſibly ſee, without the ſhi- 
ning of ſome oucward Light; no more can the 
inward Eye ſee, without the ſhining of the 
inward Light. God who commanded Lighr 
to ſhine out of darkneſs, caulech the Lighr of 
his Spirit ro ſhine in che hearts of People, ac- 
cording to his holy pleaſure ; and chereby they 
come to ſee, God ſeeth all things in his own 


Light, 


Y2 Queſtions £ wi 
Light, in the light of his own pure, eternal |? ys 
Spirit: and in his Light do the Children of |, 
Light ſee Light. The things of Gods Kingdom W ij 
are holy Myſteries, and the words which he | 
ſpeaks concerning thoſe holy Myſteries, none |? ;. 
can underſtand, but as he pleaſeth to open and 
reveal them. He hath given us an underſtanding |* 
to know him that is true, x Joh, 5. 20, The |: 
Isſpirationof the Almighty giveth uyderſianding 
(Job 32.8.) without which Man is dead, and | 
can neither hear nor ſee, nor underſtand any 


of the things of God's Kingdom, F 
Concerning the Illuminating Spirit, and | 
Santtifymg Spurtt. ; 
Queſt. whether the Illamizating and Sanfti- | 
fying Spirit be one and the ſame Spirit er wo? 7 
- Becauſe it ts affirmed by ſome (and written by | © 
one to'me as & ſound diſtinition of Drvines, which | 
diſtiuftion,he ſaith,he hath a mind [ ſhould learn) F 
that there 1s a Spirit of Santhification, and that |: 4 
i peculiar to the Godly; and there #s a Spirit | 4 
illuminating, and that us oft vouchſafed tothe |: Y 
wicked, as it was to Balagm. + | « : 
Axſw. The Spirit which illuminateth and | : 
the Spirit which ſanctifierhgis one and the ſame by 


Spirit : and the illumination of the Spirit 1s in 
order unto SanCification. The ſame Lighc 
which 


Anſzered. I3 
E which diſcovereth the Darkneſs, alſo chaſerh 
[ | away the Darkneſs, as it is received and ſubjeR- 
ed to, and vpurifieth the mind : tor the Light 
l hart not only a property of enlightening, bur 
2 alſo of cleanſing and ſanifying. And the rea- 
& ſon why Men are not changed, juſtified and 
 ſanRified in and by the Light, 1s becauſe they 
® love it not, and bring not their hearts and deeds 
| | ro it, and f#ir is their reprover and condemner, 
2 and nor their Juſtifier and Santifier, Bur che 
[7 ſame Spirit, Light and Life, which Enlighten= 
] ch, alſo SanRifieth 5 and there 1s not another. 


4 F1T. 


'F oncerning the holy Spirit of God, andtbe 
[ ' boly Scriptures. 


Queſt, Whether they be alwayes joyned ; or 
| ſome may have the Spirit, who have not the 
Scriptures ; and ſome may have the Scriptures, 
| who have mot the Spirit. 
: Arnſw. The holy Spirit of God, and the ho- 
| + Scriptures, are not always joyned rogether ; 
{ for ſome in the dark corners of che Earth may 
7 bevificed by the Spirit, become ſe:fible of rhe 
 Soir and receive the Spirit, who never heard 
q of che Scriptures 3 and many may have the 
Scriptures,and yet be very ignorant of, and 
ſirangers to Gods holy Spirit,as the Jews m 
who 
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14 Queſtions 


who had them read in their Synagogues every 


Sabbath day, and yet Chriſt told cliem, you : 
neither know the Scriptures, nor the Power of Þ 


God. 
IV, 


Concerning the Law of the Lorg which is 


perfett, and which converts the Soul. 


Queſt, What i the Law of the ord Fl NY + ; 


25 perfelt, and converts the Soul? it the out- 
ward Law or Writing in the Letter, or the is- 
ward Law and Writing in the Spirit ? 

Anſw. No Man is, or ever was, or ever can 
be converted to God, from the inward Law of 
Sin and Death, bur by the inward Law of Life 


and Righteouſneſs written in his heart. And 


I am ſure chat Law is perfect. The New- | 
Covenant 1s perfe&, and the Law thereof per. Þ 
fe, the Law ofthe Spirit of Life in Chriſt Je- |þ 
ſus perfect, which converts the mind co Chriſt 


the Righteouſneſs of God, and ſets it, free from | 
the Law of Sin and Death. And David was a Þ 
ſpiritual Man,and knew the inward Covenant, | 
and the inward creating of the heart anew, and | 
Gods holy and free Spiric, and the Law and | 


Teſtimony thereof. I will grant a great deal to 
the Letter and miniſtration outward ; but I 
maſt attribute more to the inward; or elle Gods 
Lighr, 


Anſwered, - 


| Light, and the holy Experience which he hath 
gi ven me, will condemn me, And as the Jew: 
; outward fiad the Law, and Teſtimony and- 


ty 


{ Sta tutes outward : fo ] am ſure the true Jew, 
© the Jew inward hath the Law, and Teſtimony 
7 and Statutes inward, written in his heart by the 
| finger of Gods Spirit ; yea and the ſame Spirit 
” put within him, to cauſe him to Keep this Law, 
| and the holy Teſtimony, Statutes and Judg- 
'Þ ments of the Lord : and the ſpiritual Faceb 
> Þ and Iſrael of God, in this the day of their Re- 


-Ss # 


| demption and Salyation frem on high, do fol- 
low the Lamb whitherſoever he goes, and 
walk in the Light of the Lord, - 


” YE OE I 
* #415 $5015 he 


f ; VY, 


d | {oncerning David's longings, expreſt tn: 
-| Pal. 42.Pfal, 43, and Pfal, 119, and 
| other places. 


| Quelt. Were Davids /ong:ngs more after the 
n} Law outward, or after the Lew and Light of 
a | Gods Spirit mnward ? | 
t,Þ ÞArnſw. David was a man after Gods ow 
da} heart, a man that knew an inward and clean 
d | heart of Godscreating, and knew the free Spi- 
0 f| ric of the Lord, and che freſh ſpringing Life 
I } thereof, and the leadings of rhe pure living 
ds | Truth inwardly in his heart , and this was ic 
If he 


= Queſttons To 
he moſt eſpecially prized and longed afcer, Cre- 


ate in me a clean heart,O God, and renew @ right 
fpirit within me,and take not they holy ſpirit from 
me, &c. ſaich he. (Pſal, 51. 10,11.) after his 


fall, ſhewing what he had been acquainted 
with before, .and what he now .( God having 


couched his ſpiric afreſh) began co long after 


; again, And, faith he, in another. place, O ſexd 
out thy Light axd thy Truth ; let them lead me, 
let them bring me untothy Hill and to thy .Ta- 
bergacles, Pla. 43. 3», Othe ſweetneſs of Light 
within, Truth within, O the precious leadings 
and drawings thereof z which where once felr, 


upon a freſh and tender. remembrance thereof, 


cannot but be longed after again ! 


4 * 


Co 


(oncerning the Sun, or F ountan of Spiri- | 


tual Lipht. 


ueſt. Whether the holy Scripturgs, or. writ- 
ten T eftimo»1es be the Sun or Fountain, and the. 
Light within but a ray or ſtream from them ? (as 
4 affirmed by my Antagoniſt, ) . .. | 
Anſw. It is juſt quice contrary, : for the holy: 
Men ipake the holy words, from the it.ward 
Light and quickning Lite of Gods Spiric within 
them :- fo that that was the Fountain in-them, 
ardis foftil}, 7th thee # the Fountain of Life, 


”d 


GS WW Kt wan u 


Anſwered.” I7 
Ard be that believeth, as the Scriptures have 
ſaid, out of hw belly ſhall flow rivers of living 
water, Thu ſpake he of the Spirit (Joh. 7. 39.) 
that's the Fountain. The water that I ſhall prve 


him», ſhall bein him a Well of Water fpringing up 


into everlaſting Life, Joh,4.14. Who eſteems & 
hononrs the Scriptures aright ? He that believes 
their Teſtimony, comes to Chriſt, and makes 
his Spirit Light and Life all: or he tha ſets che 
Scriptures in the ſtead of that Word of Life 
which they came from, ceſtifie of, and point 
men to, as the fountain and foundation of Life 
and Salvation to all mankind ? 


VIL 


Concerning the Words being a Fire and 6 


Hammer, to burn up the Chaff and 
break the Rocks in pneces, 


Queſt. Is the Word which 15 a fire and ham- 
mer, the Teſtimonies and Declarations of the hol 


| Scriptures withont or theWord mgh 21 the month 
| and beart ? 


Anſw. That which T have felt hammering 
inwardly, that which I have felt burning in- 
wardly ( unquenchably, as the mind has been 
kept to it ) has been the Word of Life ir felt, 
from which the good words and holy teftimo=- 
nies proceed, That which does the work in 

B che 
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the inward Jew, is the inward Miniſtration 9 
the inward Covenant, the appearance of Golf 


there : He is the conſuming Fare, he 1s the SpiÞ 


rit of Judgment and Buining , who by thi 
holy flamings inwardly, burns up the filth 9 
the daughter of $z0», A man may be exerciſe 
in the letter all his dayes, and yet watnels no 
thing of this inwardly in Truth and Righte 
ouſneſs : but he whom the Spirit of Judgment 
and Burning inwardly comes nigh, and who 
fleſh is kepr in that holy furnace, it wall þ; 
.conſumed there day by day, until it be quit 
waſted and deſtroyed ; and ſo he come to! 
judged according to the fleſh, and to live ti 
God in the Spirit. 


Y-L Li. 


Concerning God's writing bus Law in 
the heart, 


Queſt. How dab God write bis Law ini 


heart ? 

Anſw. By his Spirit and Power workin 
there, whereby he both creates a new Hear 
and writes the new Law, even the Law of thi 
Spirit of Lite in Chriſt Jeſus,in the new Heart 
The Illzs ſhall wait for bis Law. Whoſe Law 
The Law of the Meiſiah, the Law of Grace 
which gives dominion ; the Law of che Anoint 

ng 


Qt; &. <3- 4" 03: 


ny . A... 
ing 3 the Law of the New-Birth, the Law of | 


10 | | 
3olff] the Holy Seed. His Seed remaineth in bim, 
pi EE Joh, 3eOs In that Seed is the new Nature,and 


hg the new Law both. What is the Law of Sin? 
1 of what is the Law of Death ? how is it wricten 
iſe jn the Heart? How doth the enemy wrice it 
now there, bur by his corrupt ſpirit and nature? 
hicefl And doth not God by hus holy Spirit and Na- 
nenf} ture write the new Law, che Law of Life in the 
nol hearts of thoſe that are renewed, and made 
| bY render to che impreſſions of his holy quick- 
uite ning Power : every motzon and drawing where- 
O bt of, is a Law to them who are born of the Spiric, 
et and taught of God to eye arid walk after the 
| quickning Spirit. 


1%; 
Concerning the inward Light of 
_ God's Spirit, 


tf Queſt. What & it which the mind ts to le 
| | trurned to, to enlighten ut, and to work the dark- 
uny eſs and corruption out of ut ? _ 72 
cary Axſw. Ic 15no lefs than the Light of God's 
thi Spirit; nothing elſe can do ir. The day-ſpring 
ear muſt ariſe from on high in the heart, or there 
wy will be night for ever there. All notions or 
racy apprehenſions concerning the Light will nor 
ny do it z It 1s che ſhining of the Light alone in- 
ng B22 wardly, 


F 


464 4 
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»5 Queſtions 
wardly , which is able ro expel the darkneſs 
there. Ir was not for nothing chat Chriſt came | 
a Light to enlighien men 53 and directed” men | 
to follow him the Light, that they might not | 
abide in Darkneſs ; and that he ſent his Apo« Þ 
{tes with this meſſage, that God 2s Light, and in Þ 
him is no darkneſs at all; and ſo gave his Apo- Þ 
{tles wiſdom, authority and power to turn men 5 
from the darkneſs to the light. And if the dark- Þ a 
neſs was within, which they were to be rurned 

from, furely the light muſt ſhine within, to Þ , 
diſcover the darkneſs ; and to thar light muſt Þ » 
they be turned. And in chis light the holy Spi- Þ 
rit 15 received, and dwells there z but out of this Þ of 
light,and the limits thereof,in every heart,dwells Þ| py 
the unclean and dark ſpirit,and hath power and Þ in 
rule there : for nothing but the lighr and Þ o 
ſtrength of GodsSpirit is able to break his King- Þ th 


doin and dominion inwardly 1n the hearc, ' th 

Li 

X Þ| {01 
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Concerning the Miniſters and Mini- a 
ſtry of the Goſpel, m; 
| | Or 


Queſt. Who are th: miniſters, and what # the Þ hy 
| miniſtry of the Goſpel ? 2 
Anſwer. They are the miniſters of the Goſpel Þ þ; 
who have received that ſpirit and power where- || |: 
in the minitftry of the Goſpel ſtands. For Chriſt E þ« 
came 


Anſ wered, 21 


came in the ſpirit and power of the Father, and - 
he ſends his Apoſtles and Minifters in the ſame 
n Þ ſpiric and power, that they might beable to be. 
| get, and reach to that birth, which is to be be- 
| gotten and miniſtred to, Ir is one thing to be a 
Miniſter of the Law, and to miniſter Letter : 
>= © and another thing to be a Miniſter of the Goſ- 
n | pel, and co miniſter Spirit, The Apoſtles were 


oy 
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<- | able Minifters of the New Teſtament z net of 
d Þ the Letter, but of the Spirit : and fo are all in 
to Þ a degree, who ſucceed them in any meaſure or 
{t Þ proportion of their Miniſtry. For the Miniſtry 
1- Þ of the Goſpel 1s in che Light, Spirit and Power 
us Þ of the moſt High, to turn peoples minds to a 
ls Þ proportion of the ſame Light, Spirit and Power 
1d Þ 1n themſelyes, and fo to come to the manifeſtari- 
d Þ on and quickning of the ſame Life in themſelves, 
2- | that ſo they may walk in the ſame Light, For 
the Life is the Light : and he can never have 
Light, or ſee Light, who comes not firſt to feel 

| ſome vertue from the quickming Power, O how 
precious 1s this miniſtry ! bleſled be the Lord, 

| tor his renewing of it in theſe our days! And this 
miniſtry is not to be confined to an outward 
order of men, as the miniſtry of the Iaw was : 

be Þ but whoever hath received the gift, ſo he i3 to 
miniſter, as the Lord guides, leads and orders 

| him in the uſe of chat gift which he hach be- 
© | towed upon him for that end. And what it 
iſt Þ he be an herdſman, a fiſherman, a Tent-maker 
ne B 3 or 
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or the like ? yet if God hath poured out his | 
ſpiric upon him, and openeth his mouth, he |! 
hach noc only liberty, but more, even autho. |? 
rity from the Lord God almighty to ſpeak in| Þ nc 
his name, either for turning men unto Chriſt, |: 
the light and life of men, or for building men} 
up in their holy faith in him, whole ſpirit andF 
power was and is the reſurreRtion of the hfe for? 
evermore, 


XI 


Concerning trying of Spirits and | 
ſearching the Heart, gc 


Queſt. What t it which ſearcheth the hears] 
ard infallibly tries Spirits ? 

Anſw, Gods Spirit, Gods word nigh in "me 
heart and mouth, ſeparateth and giverh rue)! 
diſcerning and judgment there,to all whoſe ear}! 
are circumciſed and inclined to it. Gods Spirit] 
s the ſpirit of judgment ; z and where he is given, 
the ſpirit of judgment is given ,; and he judgethy 
in his children by the quickning life and ſenſe hy 
beſtoweth on them, which difſtinguiſheth be# 
tween life and death, between truth and decery 
yea between the ſame words; when they com! 
from che dead ſpirit, and when they are ſpokey 
in his living power : Chriſt gives his ſpirit to h 
theep, whuch gives them to know his voice z t! 


kno 
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is 1 know when life ſpeaks, and when words are li- 
ie |] ving, and food for the living; and in whar 
_ q mouth they are dead, and cannot yield living 


XII. 


Concerning things neceſſary ts Sal- 
. ation, 


| Queſt, Whether all things neceſſary to Salya- 
> tlon be contained inthe Scriptures ? 
” ÞAnſw, The Scriptures give teſtimony con» 
2 cerning the one thing neceſlary to ſalvation: bur 
che thing it ſelf, Chriſt himſelf, rhe ſeed ir ſelf 
11,7 isnot contained un the Scriptures, bur revealed 
2 inthe ſhinings of the rue light, and ſo received 
th! or rejected inwardly in the heart, Behold I ftand 
rutl9 at the door and kyock; Blefled are they /that 
-arl9 hear his voice, and believe him knocking, and 
irit] open to him ; and receive him who givey/ecernal 
en, life, and power to become Sons of God, to as 
,ethid many as receive him, and believe in and give up 
| to the inward revealings of his redeeming arm 
be and power therein, To whom u the armof the 
ei Lord revealed ? They in and to whom this arm 
nA is revealed, Chrift is revealed : and they, in 
key whom and to whom Chriſt is revealed, know 
bf the one thing neceſlary, even him who is life 
 (@ erernal, in whom all other neceſſary things 


B 4\ _ | are 
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are wrapped np, and by whom they are con;ſt 
peyen ro the ſoul, according to 1ts need, by hin ; 
who ts faithful in all his houſe, and takes care 


of every ſheep which the Fachor committeth to 
him. 


XIIL 


L OE. LY RS: 


(Concerning the true Goſpel-Church, 
or Soctety, 


—_— What is the true Geffel. Charch or fri q 
ety? 


Bk ; 
$ Be GI. 


<Anſw. Accompany of true believers in cheſl f 
ſpirit and power of the Lord Jeſus Chrift. al 7 
company of true Jews, inward Jews, Jews in|) 
Spiric,ot the true circumciſion, whom the Fatherll : | 
hath ſought our, and made true inward wor-[ 
ſhippers : Such a$-arc gathered to the name and * 
gathercd together in the name of the Lord TJe-| 
ſus,to offer up ſpiritual ſacrifices ro God Fake 
him: A company of living ſtones, who have|. ; 
received life from him the foundation- ſtone, 
and met together ro wait upon and worſhip |. 
the Father,in the life and Spirit which they haveſ 
received from him, Thus 1s the holy Church, 7 
or living aſſembly of the New- Teſtament :| 
bleſſed are they that are of-it! For abour chish 
Church is the wall of Salvation : and they that 
are added by Gods ſpirit and power co this} 
Church, 
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Church, and abidein it, ſhall certainly be fa> 
ved, 


XIV. 


Concerning the way to Salvation. 


Quelt. which 3s the certain aud infallible way 


' to Salvation? 


 Anſw. Ic is a new and living way zt 1s ſuch 
a way, as none bur the living can walk in. Ic 
1san holy way, which none but the cleanſed, the 
ranſomed,* the redeemed of the Lord, can ſet. 
one ſtep in.' The way, the life and the erach 
are all one : bleſſed are they that find it, and: 
walk in ir, In plain and expreſs terms,le is the 
Lord Jeſus, the lighc of the Lord Jeſus, the life 
of the Lord Jeſus, che Spirit of the Lord Jeſus, 
the Truth as 1c 1s 1n himyhis wiſdom, his power, 
he himſelf the covenant or holy limit be- 
tween God and the Soul, He that comes 1nto 
him comes ito the way : he that abides 
in him, abides in the way: he that walks 
in him walks in the way, He that comes to his 
light, his life,his Spirit, his truth in the inward 
parts, comes to him : he that abides therein, 
abides in him : -he that walks therein, walks 1n 
him : and he that walks ourof the light and 
leadings of his Spirit, let him walk in what form 
he will, yet he walks not in him the way. Nl 
X 


Queſtion 


XV. 


Concerning Chriſts ſaving the 


A 
Soul, _ $ ; 


Queſt. How doth Chriſt ſave the Soul ? p 

_ «Fuſs, By viſiting inwardly, knocking in-« |! j; 
wardly, appearing inwardly, catfing che light |” 
of life co ſhine inwardly ; and fo enlightning |}; ,, 
arid quickning inwardly, breaking the ſtrength |! 
of the enemy inwardly, and bringing our of the |} , 
fe&gion and ſhadow of darkneſs inwardly, into} n 
the region and path of light.By the light and po- | 
wer of his ſpirit he begets a child of light, which 7 , 
child of light he brings out of Egypt the dark | 
. tand,out of Sodom the filthy unclean Land, out |? 
of Babylon the Land and City of confuſion ® 
(where the Spirit of the livingGod,and the holy |! 
order of life, and his precious government in the þ/ ;, 
heart is not ſo much as known) and brings him |: 
into the light, where He8& his Father dwels. And | 
this child of light is not of the nature of dark. © 
neſs, but light in the Lord, and walks in the © 
light, -as he is in the light : and by the further 
ſhining and working of the light and life in | 
him, he preſerves and faves him-daily more and F 
more. & 
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XVI. 
Concerning Regeneration or the New 
| 7 | | bir th, | 


E | Queſt. What is the Regeneration or the new 
*F: birthe 

ht 4»ſw. Itis an inward change by the ſpirit 
1g Þ/ and power of the living God, into his own na. 
thÞ? ture. Tc is a being begotten of his Spirit, born 
| of his Spirit, begotten into and born of the very 
© nature of his Spirit. (That whrch # born of the 
” Spirit & Spirit Joh, 3.) Icisnot every change 
7 of mind, which isthe right change : but only 
” that which God by the very ſame power, where- 
2 withhe raiſed our Lord Jeſus Chriſt from the 
2 Grave, makes in the hearts of thoſe whom he vi- 
ly 7 firs, who are ſenſible of, receive and are ſub- 


ie Þ ject to his inward Life, Light and Power, 
m 


d |: X VIL 

Co | | 

1c |: Concerning true Holineſs, 

rj 

ny Queſt, What true Holineſs? 

df) Avxſw. Thavholy nature and thoſe holy as . 
” Ctions, which ariſe from the holy root : all elſe 


; are but imitations of holineſs, not the true ho- 
L | lineſs. The tree muſt be made good firſt, and 
=: 1 | Z _—_ 

| then 
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from him. 


X VIII. 


Concerning Chriſts works outwardly in the : 
aays of bis fleſh, and inwardly in the |: 
day and inward ſpining of the light of | 


his ſptrit mn the beart. 


neſt. Which are greater, the works which £ 
Chriſt did outwardly on the Bodies of men, in the | 


days of bus fleſh, or which he doth inwardly 1s 


mens Minds and Spirits, by the powerful appear- | 
ance and operation of his Spirit ? becauſe Chriſt | 


ſaid,the works that he did, thoſe that believed on | 


then the fruit will be good alſo. There are ma. 
ny likenefſes of the true holineſs, up and down 
in ſeveral profeſſions : but chere is no real holi-|.” 
neſs to be found nor righteouſnes neither, bur in|} 
the trees of Gods planting, in the branches 
which are by him ingrafted into the true Vine|- 
and Olive-tree, whoſe ſtrength of vertue and 

Lineſs lies in the lap, which they daily receive |: 


him ſhould do,and greater alſo,becauſe he went to | 


the Father, Joh. 14. 12. 


eAnſw. Doabcleſs to reach®o the Soul, and ; 


quicken the Soul, and raiſe the Soul out of the 
grave of death, and cure the blindneſs, deafneſs, 
hardneſs, and difeaſes of the foul,ts greater than 


LE, 
the 
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Plrke outward ; and was ſignified by the out= 


n | ward. 
" $ XIX, 
inf Concerning the yoke or croſs of 
Cs Chriſt of 
neþ = : 
a} Queſt. 77hat # the yoke or croſs of Chriſt > 
vel. Anſw. Itis inward, as that which is to be 


| crucified is chiefly inward.TIr 1s that gift of God, 
© that light of his Spirit, which is contrary tothe 
 darkneſs,contrary to all that is corrupt ; which 
2 wills againſt it, and wars againſt itz and being 


© received, ſubjefted to and bora patiently, takes 
7 away the life of the fleſh, the will and wiſdom 
= of the fleſh, and all the ſubtile reafonings and 
© devices of the fleſhly partz and fo that lan. 
© guiſhes and dies, and Gods plant 1s cafed of it ; 
© and the ſoul, abiding under this croſs, comes 
© into the true, pureand perfe& liberty, where 
it hath ſcope unto holineſs, freedom unto righ- 
| teouſneſs, and 1s in ſtrait bonds and holy chains 
- from all liberty to the fleſh, and from all unho. 
| lineſs and unrighteouſneſs of every kind. 


X X, 


ne | 


S, 
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Concerning making our Calling and 
leftion ſure, 


Queſt. How may a man makg bis Calling and 
! Eleft;on ſure ? | 
Anſw. 


E (i) | ' Dueſtions 


eAvſw. By makirg the gift of God ſure vl i 
him - by making that ſure to him, wherciſd | 
the Calling and Ele&ion 15, For the choice ; 
of the feed, the. holy ſeed, the inward ſeed, th? y 
ſeed of Gods Spirit, and of the creature,as joyn.| 
ed tothe ſced, God would have none to periſh}! 
bus would haye all come to the knowledg of: 
Chriſt the Truth, who is the ſeed in whom chef} 
Ele&tion ſtands : and his holy advice co men 1/7 
whom he begins to call and to lead rowardÞ 
the Election, To make their Calling andElectionſ 
{ure. So that the way of making the Calling andi 
Ele&ion ſure, 1s to make the giſt ſure, the ſeed 
ſure, the leayen ſure,the pearl ſure,which Gol 
Will neyer rejeCt,nor any that are found in crut 
union with it;and in the love and obedience off 
it, O therefore, as God viſits with powell 
(wich his powerful gift) and as thou receiveſi 
power, dominion and authority over fin (for 
1n this gift 15God's dominion and authority re} 
vealed) be faithful co the gift,be faithful ro th 
power,give up ©o the truth in the inward parts} 3 
come into it, dwell in 1t, that thou mayft feel} 11 
Its vertue and delivering nature,from every etl: F 
ſlaving and embondaging thing : and then 
ſtand faſt in the liberty, wherewith Chriſt theſf 
Lord (by the life vertue and power of his truth)| 
fers thee free. And fo here thou wilt read thy 
Calling,and read thyEle&ion day by day; and 


find chem ſealed and ſure to thee in that truth, 
10 
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old jn that gifc, in that Heavenly Light, in thac 
inf) holy ſeed , which came from God,and is of him 
i) and which he delights to own and will ne- 
the ft yer reject, 


[0.0 
{| _ ; 
on Concerning Prayer, 
a 


rh) Queſt. Which i the true Prayer ? 

ol) Anſw. The breathings which ariſe from 
.ndf] the true birth, from the living ſenſe, which 
ef God gives to the true birth; that is the true 
304 prayer. There is a ſpirit of prayer and fup- 
ruf{ plication given by God to his children, to wre» 
e off file and prevail-with him by, All prayer tha 
well ariſes from and is given by that Spirit, is true 
/eſſ] prayer - all other prayer 15 not right and true, 
Z but at beſt but an 1miration of the true, We 
1 know not what to pray for as we ought, but the 
| Spirzt maketh interceſſion for us, with graamngs 
rt} Which cannot be wttered. Mark,the very groan» 
feelÞ} ings that come fromGods Spirit, from his breath- 
en-Þ! ing and work upon the heart, are right pray- 
hen! ers in Gods fight : but other ſighs and 'groans 
the} are not ſo. | 
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' Queſtions 
XX11. 
Concerning Repentance. 


Queſt. which & the true Repentance? 


Anſw. That which Chriſt gives, whom God : 
hath exalced co be:che Prince and Saviour, to; 


give Repenrance and forgiveneſs of fins, Afts 5, 
3I.Ic is not in man*s power to repent : his heart 
j$ hard and impenitent.It 15 God*s power which 
melteth, rendereth and changerh the heart, $o 


that there is a great difference between the ſenſe if 


and ſorrow of mans nature, and che ſenſe and 
ſorrow which God gives to the heart which he 
renews and changes, The one is of an earthly, 


the other of a heavenly nature. The one 1sÞ8;.. 


like the early dew, or morning cloud, ir ſoon 
paſſeth away : the other 15 written in the new 
heart, and abideth. So that an it there is a real; . 


ſorrow and mourning over the corrupt nature; 
and all the dead works of the fleſh, and a turn: 
ing from them and medling no more with 
them, This is the Repentance of the renewed 
ones, Which is the gift of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
unto them, and is a godly {orrow tor fin;not to 
be repented of. 


A 
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C, oncernimsg Faith, 


Queit. What z the true Faith? 

| Axſw.It1s a beliet, in the power which ſaves, | 
From a true ſenſe ind experience of 1t 1n the 
heart, Por the power which faves mult f1: it 
manifeRt ic ſelf, before it. can be believed in. 
And how doth i it manifcſt ir ſelf but by ſhining 
1n the. heart, which hath bcen darkened by 
tranſgreſſion, to open the eye of the under- 
ſtanding, which the God of the World hath 
Blinded, and co unſtop the deat Ear ? and ſo it 
J>Wbcects ind creats ſomewhat capable 0 q- ceive 


I Wits further mamifcſtation. The Scripture ſpeaks 
"MBof a new Creation in Chriſt, Indeed all crue 
We {believers zre ſo : and ney have the ability, the 
"| Ftaculty, the power of believing from him who 
© Wcreates them anew. There is that which is cal- | 
L led Faith in unregenerate men : bur that 1s noc 
q the Faith I am now {peaking of, bur that which 
q is the giſt of God to his own birch, ro his own 


begotrren, To you it is gruen, not only to believe 
"Bcc. Phil, x. 29.Mars, i z given to vel; 26, O, 
this holy gift! thys Faith of the new birth is mae 
Faith which pleaterh Go, pr revatlech wich 3m, 
purifiech the heart ro which it ig given, vet h ac. 
ces ro God, intereſt in ki power 5nd pro mules 
'S aud” 
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and victory over the worldly nature, and ove \rOU 
ali rne Soul's enemies. Blefled be the Lord fa of 
b:ttowing and increaſing iT in the hearts of hy 
Chuldren. 
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C oncerning Obeatence. 


Cuelt, What # the true Ovedience ? , 
Anſw. The Obedience which {lows from thi. 


om Enci 
true underſtanding of God's will, and from th 


FC 


holy nature which he begets in the hearc, IM. 
is the Obedience winch flows from true ſen{Þ.y . 
rus underſtanding, and true faith, There W.c- 
no birth can believe arighc, but one : nor 
there any birch can obey arighc, but that birt 


which beteves aright, The truc believing 1s fro: 
the ouickrning veriue of God's fpirit (all othe 
Faich 15 but dead Faith: and the true Obcdieng 
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; in the newnels of the ſpirit (Rom, 6, 4. au | 
-. 6.) Man may ſtrive to underſtar.d and ob<Wiu( 
! kis days 5 but he can do neither, but as he (| 

c::ickned, raught and enabled of the Lori 
ach me, O Lord, the way of thy ſtatutes, Plaiwa 
x £9. 33, There 1sa myitical path of life, Th 
vey oi wiidom,the way of holineſs, the holj 
£111 of co2yIng The truth 15 hid from all living 
from ail mankind z but ſuch as are begotten ani 
brough 
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oVtrought up by himyin che holy skill and myſte- 
fo y of ſuo jection to che Lord, Thr people all 
' hy be a willing people in the any of thy (ver, "£15 
the power of God rhat works +4 will .a che 
eart,and tne ſame power works to do allo : aad 
one can Icarn either to will or co do 3rignybut 
as chey come tO be acquainted with that power, 
hJoyned co that power, and feel that power 
working in them, And here; in this power, 
_  tothis new birth, faith and the Holy Oncdi.. 
Une are as natural, as unbelict and diſoedience 
[th ro the birch of the fleſh, Tr 3s frequently and 
Ebundantly experienced by his holy birth, by 
nlWhe child of his begetting. Bleſſed be the name 


[C1 


Fof the Lord. 
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ths Concerning Juict fication, 
nl : 


al Queſt, z7/þat i Juſtification, or how ts a man 
Vo i uſtified in the figat of Gi? 

c_l Avnſw. By a cruc {cue of and Faith in that 
which juſtices, which is the ſpirir, che life, the 
lwater, the blond, the vercue, the power of the 
[Lord {eſus. All theſe are one 1a narure, and | 
oifthey go together.,, Maa 1s finful natuceily, fal- 
reflen from God, found a tranſgrelior againft 
Shin, Now he nceds Juſtiftcarion from his fins 
of and he peeds Juſtification in reſpect of what God. 
| K'4 h:th 


Queſtions 


harh entruſted him with, and requires of him Þþ 
AI a7 in the new birth, and joyning to the bin [ 
of the Lard Jeſus Chriſt, he meers with both Þ 
Bing quickned'dy his holy ſpirit, turned fronf 
the das knets, coming into the hight,and walk 
1ng in the light ;"there his fins are done awayſf Q 
blocted our as they had never been, for hid 4 
na:nes fake : and there he receiveth a new abi. »* 
liry, a new heart, a new ſpirit; yea the ſpit 
rit of the living God, to quicken him and worſt 
in him : and whatever he doth in this ſpirit (aſl 
rather what God doth by him, in and chroughſ 
this {piric) 1s juſtified, owned, and accepted, | 
Gogs finds no faulc in any of the fruics of his 
own tipirit (in any of the chiidren of men) butÞ 
only in the fraics of che fl-ſh. Aud if tor wantÞ 
of wacchtuincls the enemy thould prevail and 0 
draw into a ſnarc, yer upon turning to the light 
of Gous holy Spirit, which diſcovers and re 
proves for it ; in the holy Iight the water flows, 
che blond is ſprinkied, the conſcience is cleanſed, 
and fo becomes Wd even'in God's fight, Q 
bleſſed 15 he, who 1s not deceived with dead | 
notions of Juttificatt>n, but feels the JuttificarionÞ 
which comes from Go: l, and 1s accompanied 
wil! 4 ving ferife, and with the reflimony 0 
12> HOLY Spirit, F þ 0 
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cal Concerning Good Works, 

kh 

ay, 4 1e(lt. What are Good Works ? 

by Anſw.TheWorks that flow from God's good 
bi.ſpirit,cheWorks that are wrought in God ,chey 


J” re good Works. The Works of the new birth, 
lf che new creature,are good Works; wherezs all 
the works of the fleſh are bad, thaugh never {0 
| hicly painted, All its choughts, imaginations,rea- 
brings, willings, runnings, hunting co find out 
{Sod and heavenly things, with all its ſacrifices 
We corrupt and evil, having of the bad leayenzoi 
the bad nature in them, Make the tree good, 
gr its fruit can never be good. So that they 
we only the good Works, that flow from the 
good tree, from the good root, And here all 
the works of the fleſh, though never fo glort- 
usand taking in mans eye, are ſhut out by 
ods meafure, by God: line and plummet ot 
hahteouſnels and crue Judgment : and _ 
ork of God's Spiric,the meanceft wok 5t fair 
he leaſt labour of true love, the leait thin = 
If life in the hearc, and the giving up thereto, 
k owned by Godyy as coming from him ad 
brought in him,who worketh both to will and 
do of this own go04 pleaſure He that is ga= 
[, Micred ro-the light, which God hath enligat- 
C 3 ned 
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ned him with, har ived the light, dwdfr., 
lech in the light, and walks in the light ; 6d 4 
{pirir of the living God 1s near him, and dw: 
leth with him and worketh in him : ; and Þ 3 
bringeth his deeds to the Light, wiiere tÞYLo 
manmtc{t chat they are wrought in God, J\ he 
he rhat 1s out of the inward Light of God's ti iſe 
Iy Spirit, this works are not wrought 3 1n Gon t 
and lo can but make a fair thew in the Fleſh ({Wov 
the fleſhly eye) bur are not good in God's {1ghl or 
The crring mans way and works are often rigſWhe 
in his owneyes : ah, bur bleſſed 1s he who 
way and works arc good and right in theeMo 
of rhe Lord, in the judgment of his (carchul in 
unerring Light and Spirits 


XX VIA4% 


C oncernmg Love. 


Queſt. hich zs the true Love. F 

Anſw. Yhe Love which ariſeth from the ail '« 
ture waich God begers, and from his circuſW-c 
cifing che heart from the other nature, Lo 
15 che beautiful thing, What can be high: 
expreiied concerning God himſelf, than to Wn. 
be 1s Love? Love is greatly gommended and an : 
mired,and there are many preteaders to it : ut 
one have the crue Love, bur only thoſe that epic 
born of God, and circumciſed by him, 7MWt: 

: | Li 


Anſwered, 39 


We : ord thy Gol will circumciſe thine heart, and 
kT be brart of thy ſeed, to love the Lord thy God, 
B$r:cb all thine heart, and with «ll thy ſonl, chop 
8 hou mayeſt live, Dent. 30.6, Mus, 1 he true 
2 ovcariſeth from the truc circumation, And 

he more a man comes to have his heart circume 
iſed from the fl:ſhly nature, and co grow up 


on the pare and heavenly nature, che more he 
\ (Woves, God is Love : and che nigher any, one 
ipcomes to him and the more he partal: cs of him, 


he more he becomes Love in the Lord, and the 
Wnore he 1s caught ot God to love the Lord his 
50d, and his brechren in the ſpirit;and all man- 
nd, who are of his bloud (for of one bloud 
God made all mankind} according to the fletb, 
Þr according toa a confderation, 


I 
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Concerning Meekneſs and Pattence. 


; ' Queſt, Which « the true Mechneſi aud Paiie | 
Wil 114% 
Low A4nſw. The Meekneſs and Patience which a- 
ghWiſcch from che Lambs nature, Deceir will pac 
On an appearance ol Love , and deceit will put 
bn alſo an appcaragce of Meckue!s aug Punence: 
ut 1t cannor put on the true bv, [hc truc 


ta Mice? nels and Patience. That is on! y carr ned 
TW! che Lainv, 2n1 received of tim by receiving 
CL 4 "of 


Ly 


& 
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ned him with, hath received che light, dwedf Iz, 
lechin the light, and walketh in the hight ; ct; 4. 
{pirit of the living God 1s near him, and dwelf Ji: 
leth wich him and worketh in him : ; and th: 
bringeth his deeds to the Light, where itiÞJLo 
manifc{t chat they are wrought in God, Buf Ihe 
he that 1s out of the inward Light of God's kocil 
Iy Spirir, his works are not wrought 3 1n Goin 
and lo can but make a fair thew in the Fleſh (floy 
the fleſhly eye) bur are not good in God's {ighl cot 
he erring mans way and works are often rigſth: 
in his owneyes: ah, bur bleſſed is he whoſMmc 
way and works are good and right in the eftG: 
of rhe Lord, in the judgment of his fcarchnfWkir 
unerring Light and Spirits ©Gc 
JOor 


XXVIL1, 


Ei oncernimg Love. 


Queſt. Which #5 the true Love, 

Axſw. The Love which ariſeth from ther 4 
ture waich God begers, and from his circun| Wer 
cifing the heart trom the other nature, Lo 
15 che beautiful thing, What can be his obſrilc 
expreiied concermng God himſelf, than to kſyon 
he 1s Love? Love is greatly commended and aſon 
Mired,and there are many preteaders to it : biſWbu 
one have the crue Love, bur only thoſe that aM: 
bori of God, and circumcifed by hun, F. of 

ar 


Anſwered, , 20 


Hi,7d thy God will circumciſe thine heart, and 
Ihe heart of thy ſeed, to love the Lord thy God, 
Fi\with all thine heart, and with «ll thy ſoul, rhat 
ht thou may eſt live, Dent. 30.6, Mark, The true 
tf?Love ariſeth from the truc circum 7 And 
Bu rhe more 4 man comes to have his heart circume 
"Y ciſed from the fl:ſhly nature, and to grow up 

Jin the pure and heavenly nature, che more he 
Wloves. Ged 15 Love : and che nigher any, one 
comes to him and the more he partal; cs of him, 
iFJthe more he becomes Love in the Loxd, and the 
ho ! more he 1s taught of God to love tne Lord his 
ef | God, and his brechren in the ſpirir;and all man- 
uh kind, who are of his bloud (for ot one bloud 
God made all mankind) according to the fleth, 
or according toa naragal confaderation, 


XAEVELTE 
Concerning Meekneſs and Patience 


nj Queſt, Phich & the true Mick neſi aud Paiie 
un [ence. 

0 [4 Anſw. The Meexneſs and Patience which a 
hab Wril (ih trom the Lambs nature, Deceit will pac 
on an appearance of Love , and deceir Will mT. 
gon alſo an appcarance of Mcekucts au * (LICHICE: 
{bur ic cannot put on the true LOVE, [1c truc 
Mceknels and Patience. That is on! y earned 
oithe Lamb, en received of zim by receiving 


C4 Ci 
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of his Spiric and nature from him, And O hoyſþ F 
precious 15 this how ſweet 1s 1t felt 1n the heanÞ ; V 
To fe 4 000 a quiet, a patient ſpirit 1n thiÞ? © 
m1a{t of all rials, all troubles, all fcars, alÞ} t 
doubt, all remptations of every kind. Indedf? { 

I 

1 


tis 35 of much price in the ſight of the Lord and | 
2!1{51in the eve ot him who hath received 1t fro ; 
che Lord, and eajoyerh j ir in hun, and poſkiÞ# { 
i-th his ſoul in 1t. 


c 
-- 

| | 

: &- Þ > © = 

| W t& 
Concermng the Knowledg of the new | 
Covenant. | 


Queil. Y'hat # the khnowledg of the new Con. | 
Kanie | 
Anſw,The Knowledg which 15 given by Gat 
to the new birth: for to 1t the new Covenant be.ſ 
tones, and che knowledg thereof, The trul; 
begoct en of God, the irue diſciples of Chriit,up: 
them 1:18 given to know thc Kingdom of Godp 
bot to oth 12s It is not given, The Jew out. 
ward, the Arft birch, the birth acer the ficſh;Þ 
for :hem Fe Prieits lips were to oY 
" ow! G8, and tney were to ſeek the law E 
iS 1OUT ach, and to thera God ſeri Prophers op F 
heak 10 THEM A ” caughe them by his prophes! 
Ba: corre the inward ſews,the Chidreh | 
of the new Covenant, the Children of the Jef : 
ſalenp ; 


Anſwered. 4T 


| falem which is above, concerning her ſeed it 


was prophelied, that they all ſhould be taughc 
of the Lord, they all ſhould hear and know 
the ' voice of the Shepheard hinſelf, they 
{ſhould all be gathered to the Sheepherd and 
| Bios of the Soul and taught by him. So thar 
in this new, holy, living Covenant, God him- 
ſelfis the Sheepherd, God himſelf 15 the Teach- 
er : not only of the greateſt, bur of the very 
leaſt, Heb.8. For he teacherh them all ro know 
the Lord, and to know his Son, and to come 
to his Son, and to love him their Father, and 
one another. So that he that 15 taught of God, 
he hath the true knowledge, the living know- 
ledg, the ſubſtantial knowledg, the knowledg 
of the thing ir ſelf, of the life erernal ic ſelf, 
All that are not thus t taught (bur learn only 
from a literal deſcription and relations of 
things) have not the knowledgs of thenew Co. 
venant, the knowledg of the ching it (cl ; but 
only an ourward know!ede, ſuch as: the firſt 
birch may catch at, lay hold on and compre- 


kends. 
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Concernins the Fear cf the new (ove- 
nant. 
4 
Queſt, What 7 the Fear of the new Cove- 
PA3? 


eAnſw, I. 1s the Fear whic| 1 God puts in the 


hearts of bis caildren, which Fear cleanſerh } 


their hearts, and keepers them from departing 


from their God, There is a srcat deal of dit- | 
che Fear, which may be learn. | 


terence between £ 
ed trom precepts trom wichou 7, and the Fear, 
which God purs into the hearts of his Children, 
from a root of lite within ; w -_ Fear 1 is of an 
heavenly nature, aid 1s the f irce g1itot God to 
his own heavenly Birth, and ns -—þ : which 
9 man can poſlidiy actain by any thoughts or 
caſonings of his own, bur only by the ſpring- 
ings of life itrom God, And ne that would have 
this Fear, muſt know the place of wifdom,and 
wait there for it and when he hath it, cis 
Fear will {oon begin co make him wile meerdi 
Saivacion and teach him to deparc from evil, 
whicn is the caaſe of deſtruction ; Fob. 28. 
28, 


"_ 
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Anſwered, 


AX ARE, 
Þ Concerning Hope, 


Queſt, hat is the tru? Hope. 

-- | __ Fhe ſtay ot the Mind upon tic Lord, 
| e ſtay of the heavenly birth upon 1's Father. 

Te For we muſt diſtinguiſh berween Hove and 

h | Hope. There 15 the Hope of the hypocrite, or 

o | falſe bizth, which ſhall periſh : and che Hope 


- | ofthe true bizth, which will never fail it, nor 
. | makeitaſhamed ; becauſe thar birth 15 taught 
7 of God to hope aright Now in Hope, there 
F is both rhe ground ofir, and tne Hope e it ſelf, 

1 The ground of the Hope is G25 Love, God's 


) Truth, God's airhfulncls, God? s Grace, his 
i |; Seed,his Chrift ok c within 5 being of tim uniced 
l | £0 him, in hia, hem me: here's s the ?rounld 
, of my afiu rance of the cvc rlaſing glory and 1n- 
| heritance, which 1s ſure to the hed and to 


|| all that are of and inthe ſeed. So knowing 
Chriſt within me, feeling Chriſt within me, 
| Iwvingin bimand bc in me,T have an anchor ſure 
| and { ſteadfaſt, within the ow] - which no ſtorm 
no tempelcs, noir yals, n Cim pra! _— Pi clent. 
or to come, have power ov I, 17 then there 
1s the E Hope Or r ho 110g 1t fell, cha 27 D te {tying 

— ofthe Mind Tn the Lord, the leaning upon 
| the Lord, Mg retiiemg beyond al ouokts or 


rcalons 


A4 Queſtions 
reaſ91ings, or lookings out,to the inward life ; 
ro feel ſomewhat ſpring from it, for the ſoul to 
Hope and ruſt in, beyond all outward appcar- 
ance. And :his Hope never deceives nor makes 
aſhamed, thoſe who are taught of God thus to 
ſtay cheir minds upon him, Nay though the 
ſtate be dirknejs and no L:ght ſeen ; yer be- 
neath the darknels, there is ſomewhat ro ſtay 
the Mind of the Child andServant of the Lord, 
till he appear ard cauſe light to break our of 
obſcurity; for light 1s ſown tor the righteous, and 
joy for the upright,even in their darkeſt ſaddeſt 
and moſt diſtreſied conditions : in all which the 
Lord is near chem, and there 1s {till ground for 
them to Hope 1n him. 


> + @k 2 
Concerning Peace, | 


Q neſt, 1nich # the truc Peace? 

Anſw. The Peace which God ſpeaks to the 
Soul : the Peace which Chriſt gives to his own 
difcipies. The way of Truth, the way of Lite 
leads ro Peace :. and che Peace which 1s found 
therein,is of GedPs giving and is the true Peace. 
Firitz God breaths upon che hear#, begers a right 
birth, a crue Child { then he leads him into the 
holy way, the righteous way, from that which 
loads and burthens, to that witerein 1 the eaſe 


and 


# ==» 45 


: = reſt, Thus 3n the beheving,and following 
| kimthere*s Foy and Peace, This is experienc- 
ed by all the true travellers, and by none 
elſe, No man, with all tis wiſdom, know- 
ledg and underſtanding,can fo much as guels ar 
what this Peace is, The Peace of God, the 
Peace which he ſpeaks to his Children, the na-: 
ture of it, the ſweetneſs of it, the heavenlineis 
of it, paſſeth mans underſtanding : bur he who 
is born from above, who hath a new and hea- 
venly underſtanding, he knowetn the nacure, 
excellency and preciouſneſs of 1r,and would nor 
for all chis World, for any fear or danger or 
expectarion of any ching from withour, hazard 
the breaking off this precious Peace and Relt of 
his Soul in his God, | 


SES 
(Concerning oy. 


ielt, Which # the true Joy ? 

Avſw. The Joy which flows from God's 
prelence,and the work of his power in the hearr, - 
ind the aflured expetarion which he gives of 
the tull inhericance and glory of he everlaſting, 
Vhen the Bride>room 1s pre'ent, when the foul 
5 gatnered home to him, marr} ed to him, 1h u- 
won with him, in (he boty living {ellowſhip , 
wen he appears againſt the enemies of the Soul, 


riling 


47 Queſtions 
riſing up a#ainſt them, breakinz, ſcattering BY 
them, aad eiving of his g00Q 1:95; filling Þ Ii 
with Lite, flling with Love, filling with Vir © ©c 
rue, fealting the Soul 19 ihe prelence of the Fa. | vc 
ther. O what {weer joz!O what tulneſs of Joy Þ het 
35 there ten 1n the hearc ! 12 thy preſence 25 ful. Þ ant 
neſs of Joy, and at thy 1igt band are ples ſcares | liv 
for evermnre, laid che Plalmiſt (Plai, #4 x1.) | Fo 
Surely he had had a taite of the thing, he had Þ W: 
been in God's preſence, and that made hun cry Þ ve 
out, Caſt me not away from thy preſence, Pſai, & mz 
Cx, ix, and hehai | frunk of the r:ver of God's | UN 
pleaſure which 1s at 41S r1g4t handzw mich mace Þ 
him ſpeak fo ſenfioly of it, Pal. 36. 8. and 46, 
A. Chritt ſaid to his Cilciples, that becauſe of Þ 51 
his going away, they ſhould have forrow : but Þþ +17 
he would ſez chem againgand their Rect _ uld ] tO 
rejoics, and their Joy no man ſhould cx from Þþ 1 3 


them, jon, 16, 22, How, or wnen as £1215 
FilSiled 2 What were they ſorry tor ? Was it 

7-50 00 io's Of 14:50 Ut 2! ra preſence, I BICN had 

been {fo tyeet ard COMEOrIable oy them 2 How 
opts he come to tnem again? Was nc not by 

tho Comforter e \Was ic not by ws. inward and 
ſpirit] preſence ? So c] 32 tat was with them 

510516 55 inthe ? "4-2 they KABCW Chrift Þ 9 
wich them. now they ſhnonidtnow Guriſt in I ; 
chem, the Father in chemzand they in him Im. VE 

ts, ( 
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Walks 


Anſwered, 46 


L walking in us ; and we living and walking in 
: * hin;, When the apeſtiesca Came tO this ſtate ; then 
| | they cameto witneſs tre joy in the py G,.olts 


| CYCEN the Joy Y unſpeakable «n ati " th! of Q AIG Y. r-A 19 


hence It 35, har the Go 'pel-ſtare 1s a ſtare « of} y 


| and rejoycing in the Loxd, even in hisgicrions 
4 1 a L ws: 

Hving pre encs, and in the glory of 1s power, 
| For jn che Goipel. ftace, che true hohe ſhines 1n- 


wardiy 1n the hea rt, the life is manifeſted and 
veing manitelted, they that come into the 
manitcſtation of it, come into the holy 


| union , and into tne holy fcilowſhip 


with the Faiber and Son, w he re the Joy 
is, and where the Joy 1s full; ; Where the POWET 
15 revealed which dogs 2wa that w NICN 1S ccn- 
Tary t© thc BOY (cHowihip, 2, and hinders the 


| holy Joy and rejoicing in the Lerd.;. See 
: [| Tobn 1 L > 39 &4, 
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Queſt, 2h i the right Poverty of Sxirity 
:d the truc Humility ? 
Anſw. Tiat Poverty and Humility ot Spirit, 


| which fpringetn from the _ root, from 


which the Faith, the Love, We ce, the Joy, 


| and the other heavenly th,:25 = : and ;s of 


43 Queſtions 
the ſame natute. There 1s a voluntary Humi- 
lity, and a voluntary Poverty, even of Spirit 

which man caſts himſelf into, and forms in him- 
felf, by his own workings and reaſonings, This 
1s not the true, but the falle image or counter- 
ſeit of the true, Bat then there is a Poverty, 

which ariſeth from God's emptying the Crea- 

rure, from God's ſtr;; pity the Creature; and 
an Humiliry which ariſeth from a new heart 
and nature, This is of the right kind, and js 
laſtinggand abides in the midſt of the riches and 
elory of the Kingdom. Por as Chriſt was poor 
in Spirit before his Father ; and lowly 1n hearr, 
in the midft of all che ſulncis which he received 
from hin + fo itis with theſe, who are of the 

ame birth and nature with Chriſt. 
filled with Humility, and Cloathed with Hu- 
mility, in the micſt of all the Graces and hea- 
veniy riches, which God fills them and adorns 
them with, 


it exclud:s boaſting in or after the fleſh, and 
xceps the Mind in that Humility and Poverry 
is  » 4 - » . . » - 
of Spirit, 'which God hath brought, and daily 
faicher and further brings it into: and fo the 
Humility and Poverty remains (poor 1n Spirit 


for ever, humble in Spirit fortver, nothing be- 


fore the Lad for cycr) even as that remains, 
— brought into that frame, and keeps 1n 
at thcme for yer, 


And fo the Lord of Lit: 


i3 


They are 


Keep in the faith, keep in the Þ 
i xutii, keep in the Light, Rep »inthe Power; | 
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The Concluſion. 49 


3s only exalted; and the Creacure kept abafed 
| before him, and low for cver 3 and 1s 1vothing, 
| bur as the Lord pleaſeth to fill, and make it to 


; be wat It is, So whar I amy ] am by Gods 
! Love, by his Grace, by his Mercy,by his Good - 
Enes, by Ins Power, py h's Wiſdom, Dy his 


| Righteouſneſs, b his Helinels 5 which he of 
E his 0o(\n gcod plcaſure communicateth and 
 cauſerh co ſpriny 11 me,and fillech and cloath- 
| eth me with, as ſeemeth good in his fight, 


Tue Cl oncluſion, 


There 15 mention made in the Book of the 


Revelations, in the t p {tes from Chriſt co the 


Seven Churches of 4a, of acree of lite, which 
is in the midit ot the Paradiſe of God (the truzr 


| whereof is good tor food, and the leaves thereot 
| for the healing of the Nations) ard of hidden 
Manna, anda white fone, and 1m the tone 
! anew name written, which none knoweth btic 
- he char receivech it - and cf a mcrningeſtar to be 
# given, a:d power overthe Nacg-ns to rule their 


» 


+ foirit even as Cirift hath receive ! of his Father: 
| and of beiog cloathed in white, a+'d his Name 
| ccntefled betore the Father(This 1s the Sheep of 
| my told,the child of myFacther's hegetting, who 
| 15named by me among the living, I know him 


| by his name, Foh. 10. 3.) as alto of being a pil- 


| lar in the Temple of G-d,and of going 10 more 


out, 


FS 


5O The Concluſion. 


out, but bearing che name of God, and the 
name of the City of Go, the new Jeruſalen 
(which comech down tr>m God out of kcaven) 
and of Chriſt's new name (Oh what is that J 


and of firing with Chrift in his throne, This uf 
tne generation of ſpiritual Kings, who have a 
Spiricua] Kingdom and a Spiricual Throne,evenſſ 
<hrit*sKingdom and Chrilt's Throne.the royal | 
P;ietthood of God. © precious things ! O richſt 


glory ! Surcly Eye hath nor ſeen,nor Ear heard, 
nor hach it entred into theHeart of men to con. 
ceive what theſe things are. 

Now he chat would w:tnels theſe things, he 


that would know, exp.rience and enjoy thee 
things 5 muſt mind that fecd, in which they are 


wrapped up,1S 114 red,ondg out oi which they 


ſpring and ſhoot forth. The Kingdom 1s 1n cheÞ 
ſced, the Throne 1n the lecd, the Power in the 
ſeed. He that is uniced co the fecd, and abi- 
deth in the ſeed, receive:h power from the ſeed 


31d Overcome ſhall inheric all chings. AadlF 


|}: 


w:ll 5= ras Gab and be ſhall be my Sons Rev, 


4-5 '- OT he char w II be {> muſt not be teartulſ 
or unbeiioe 3, of RREComI EA or his ſouls &- 
rp. it depina upon the Almighty 

cad alt cient Power of God which will gel 

wm vict ry over kingand keep him chat he couch 
no unclezn thias char he may be h Iy, as ch} 
L-ri his Gd 1s ho! y 5 and righceoi s, eveaasÞ 
che Lord his God 15 righte »usS, Indced it bf 


cometh 


The Concluſron, FI 
ometh the heavenly Children to partake of the 
Divine Life, of the heavenly nature of their Fa= 
en)ſther, ard be Iike him, And he that partakerh 
c!) his nature,ot his holineſs (Heb. 12, 10.) 1s 
1s sFfholy as he 13 holy : and he that from the holy 
c aſſ}oor of purity and righteouſneſs doth righteoul- 
els ; 15 righteohis, even as he is righteous, 1 Fob. 

3 7, So it 1s wrirten without, and fo it js LE= 
ified within, by him that 15 born of God, 
in whom the Seed remainceth, which overcom- 
th the wicked one, bruiſech him and keepeth 
him underzand the juſt live by the Faith which 
piverh victory over him, 


A | dee 


TL, 
PREFACEFÞ]: 
TO THE Ny 
EXPERIENCES. |* 


T hath pleaſed the Lord, to unſeal and | ” 
open the Fountain of Life, tin the midſt | f 

of his Heritage: ſo that in his Light do | . 
they ſee L1ght, and in his Life do they reap 
and enjoy Life, And the precious Prom 
fes are fultilled in the midſt of them.of ſend- 2h 
ing the Conforter, and pouring out of the, 
Holy Sprr:t 5 fo that he that believeth, out Þ 
of hs belly do flow z1vers of living water, 
Yea the _ hath a vineyard of his own 
planting, which he keepeth night and day | 
(left any hurt 1t) ard watereth every mo- 
ment, O the fireams of Life, the ſtreams | 
cf Love, the ſlreams of Gries: the ſtreams Þ : 
of Mercy, the fireams of Peace,the ſlr cams Þ 
of Joy and Conſolation which flow from Þ 
| bin | 
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Bf 1;m into the Boſoms of his Children ! 1n- 
deed Grace and Mercy and Peace 1s mult i- 
 plyed from God our Father, inand through 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, daily : tnſomuch as 
| that ſaying of Chriſt to his diſciples (Job, 
| 14. 26, 27,) is now fuljilled, 1 ſay nat 
| that 7 will pray the Father for you : for the 
: Father himſelf loveth you, &c. the Fathey 
in bus Love hath brought us to the Son, and 
the Son inthe ſame Love hath brought us 
| back to the Father : and now the Love 
| floxs from the Father, in and through the 
| Son, moſt naturally and abundantly, And 
| where the heart as Circumciſed, and much 
forgiven, there alſu Love returns back 
moſt truly and naturally : So that the Lord 
*F our God, in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, is lo- 
| ved wb all the heart and with all the Soul, 
and nothing 1s thought too geod to ſacrifice 
oo to iz, nor any thms foo much to ſuffer 
| for him, O the pure Love that S prings | 
| and Flows, between the heaverly Fatber 
and the $ peritual Child! The e beſt love that 
| 7s to be found in this world (in the Men | 
* of this IVorld) 1s not worthy tobe a ſha- 
: un of xt, Ged 1s Love : and his Children 
D 3 
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are of him, ani partake of ,«nd dwell in the | 
ſame love; though the enmity and hbipheſ 
Wijaum of this World know them not, nu 
can know them ; even as it never could | 
know the Children of the true Wiſdom ſor-l 


merly., 
Now from this Fountain, do not only 
iſſue Springs andStreams of Life,to refreſh 


our own hearts ; but teſitmunies concern-( 
mg the Life, which we feel and partake of 
and concerning our travels fromthe dart 
Lana, throunh the valley of tears (whertf 
be, who 2ave 5 Life, was our well) tl 


wards our riſting place, Theſe many timt! 
Spring up in us for the ſakes of others : of 


wyrch nature are the things which follow, 


For not for my own ſake ard they Spring uy 
in me, at this time: but to fignify to other 
of the Mercy the Lerd hath fſheun me, ani 
the way nher-:n he hath led me, and whatf 
le yaiy grucn me tutaſle of an experience if 
the way 5 which wilt anſwer every true pa 
alate, every falote the? 1s ſeaſoned witli 


life and with the true experience, And 
h4uinsrecerved them from the Lord for 
this 
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this very end, to hold they forth to otheys * 
tn Love and tenderneſs of Spirit, my veart' 


is Freely gtven up to him therein + nat aim- 


| mg at any thing thereby, but bus glory [In- 
| gly and the good of fuch Souls, to whim he. 
| {ball pleaſe to extend favour and fhew Mer 
| Cy, in opening the heavenly Miftery of Life 


and Salvation to them. 


T have often ſaid in my heart, Who 


| hath begotten me theſe ® Who would 
{ have ſaid, that Sarah ſhould have given 


Children Suck ! Ay wornd was acep, 


| and ſeemed incurable, But bleſſed be the 


\ Lord, who hath made known to me the Phi- 


ſitian of value, for whom no aiſeaſe 1s too 
hard ; but be 1s able tocure ſickneſs, and to 


relieve and reſcue all that are cavtivecd and 
| oppreſſed by the Devil, that come unto h:#2 
| and wait upon him,in the way of h1s r19hte- 
| 045 pudgments and moſt tender Mercies, tur 
| after all my Religion, and deep exerciſes, 
and inward experiences and knowteag, 1 
| came to ſuch a leſs of what 1 ence had, that 


/ ſenſibly felr 1 knew mot the Lord, and 
lay continually proaning and Mo urnas of- 
4 Fer 
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ter him, and deeply afflicted for want of | 
him, O the pure Light, and precious Life, | 
and ſweet preſence of my God that my Soul 

wanted, inſomuch that my muſture was þ 
turned imo the droupht of ſummer. ana my | 
bones prown dry and withered | But at 
length, the Lord in las goodneſs (O bleſſed | 
for ever be his name\\breathed upon the dry 
bones, and I felt Life enter from him into 
;e, and the days of acep ſo;row and ailtreſs | 
were at length forpotien, becauſe a man- 
child was at length conceived and brought 
forth, And now wher's the Sack-(loth f 
Iber's the Aſhes ? Oh ther's beauty in Life 
znſtead of the Aſhes in the jtate without 
Life 5 and the garment of praiſe, inſtead 
of che Spirit ef heavineſs ! O Glory, Glory 
to the binder up of the bruiſed, and broken- 
hearted, to the redemer of the captives, to 
tbe reparrer of the breaches, to the builder 
up of the waſied and de{ lg:e ones ! Glory to 
his tender Mercy,Glory tn his Grace,Glory 
tolns L1oe, Glory to has (Kiſaom, Glory to. 
his Power for ever and ever, Amen. 


Somme 
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Some Experiences added. 
k 
Concerning the Seed of the Kingdom, 


Ouncerning the Sced of the Kingdom this L 
have experienced, that it conhiſts nor 1n 
words or notions of che Mind, bur 1s an inward 
thizg, an inward ſpiritual ſubſtance in the 
hearr, as real inwardly 1n its kind, as other 
cds are outwardly 1 their kind: and chat 
being received by faiih and taking root in man, 
(his heart, h's carth being ploughed up and pre= 
ared tor it) it groweth up inwardly, and 
bringeth forth truit inwardly, as cruly and re- 
ally, as any outward Seed doth outwardly, 
Thus Seed 1s known by its contrariety and en. 
mity againft the Seed of the Serpent, againſt all 
the Seeds of evil 1n the heart of Men; is diſco- 
vering them, rurning the ming from them and 
warning agauſt chem, an4 bruiſing and over- 
coming them 1n all chac receiveit, and letia its 
holy nature which as an holy ieaven or falr, 
worketh out that which 1s unholy and unrigh- 


tzous, dark and dead, and ſcaſoneth with 
| | Light, 
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Light, with Life, with Grace, with the Holineſs 
agd Righteouſneſs of truth. 


TT. 
Concerning the Souls Food. 


TheSouls Food is that which nouriſh=ch it, 
. which 1s rhe ſame with that which giveth ic Lite. 


Every word proceeding our of che mouth of 


God, every motion, evcry quicxning, EVCTy 0- 
peration of Ins Spirit 1s living, and nourith- 
ech the Soul with Lite, which receiveth it and 
feedech onir, The ſpirunal Manna, the ſpiri- 


cval water trom the holy Well or Fountain, the 


Milk oft the word,the fleſh and bload ot gneSon 
of che living God, his words which are fpiris. 
and Life, nourith up the living birch unto life e. 
yerlaſting, How comes man to live at fiift : but 

by hearing the voice of him that givech lite ? 

And how comes man to live afterwards, and to 

zncreaſe 1n hte buc by hearing the ſame voice 
{till 2 Encline your Ear and come nxto me: bear, 
#14 your Sonl [ball live, Gs, Iia. 55. 3. This 
[ have always experienced to give me Lite, co 
nouriſh up and ſtreagthen me in Life 3 even 
freſh Lite communicated trom the living Foun- 
211 and fo my hte is not in my felt, not inany 
thing | can comprehend concerning Chrilt 3 bur 
in being joyncd co him, in Leing 1agrafted into 
hm 
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him the holy roor,into him the true Olive-rree, 
into his Spirit: and (o by the lap that ſprings 

inco me from him, my life 1s maintained 
- increaſed in me daily . Glory to his name 
tor ever. 


Ik 
(oncerning Goa's Power, 


Concerning Ged*s Power this I have cxperi- 
enced, chat that is It which doth the Work mn 
che Soul. Ic begets to God,it brings out of the 
land of darknels, it leads through all che encan- 
glements, and oreſer es1n the midit of them all. 
Ic breaks down the old building of fia and in- 
194: ty (vorh mprary and outwardly, both 
wa heart, and allo in life and converſation) and 
raiſeth tne new and holy building: . It makes 
willing, it makes obedient, 1t gives co belicye, 
itgives to ſufler, O blcſicd be the Lord for the 
day _ Power, which 15 inwardly broken 
forth! O what would the poor child do, (the 
poor Lambs in the midſt ot Wolves, inwardly 
and ouiwardiy) Were 1t not for che Father's 
hand, the Father's arm, the Father*s Power, 
which 1s ft] with them and compaſicth them a« 
bout ! O bleſled are they that know the mint- 
tration ot life inwardly, the Power of Lue in 
wardly ! For in Life, 18 the Seed of Lite 35 the 
' Holy Power, which 1s maniteft, appears and 
WOIKS, 


| 
| 
| 
! 
| 


60 A, crivtures precious 


works, a5 it gains ground on the Creature, to 
pur forth and exerciſe in it the virtue and 
ſtrengch, which ic daily receiveth from its Fa. 
ther, 


5 
Concerning Temptation, 


Concerning Te.uptations this I have expert- 
enced, thar the ({trengch and hurc of them,as to 
the Soul, lies in the fouls looking ar them, For 
the Arengrh ot God 15 revealed in his Child: en 
againſt che cempter,which being paciently walt- 
ed for and truſted 1n,will never tail them, The 
lJealt bave, the Lord would nor have let in 
Temptation, and Sin : but watch co that, and 
keep joyned to thar, which will preſerve our of 
che Temptation, and our of the Sin, God 1s 
faichful who hath care of all his, and whoſe 
Promuleis to all his : and as be would have 
none fin; ſo none thar diligently wai: ſhall 
want his Power to ſtand by them, to preſerve 
out of fin. Look unto me and be ſaved, all the 
ends of the Earth, It's unwerſally true. Look 
unto ime, truſt jn me 5 look not at your ſelves, 
cruſt not 1n your ſelves, look not at the enemy, 
fear not the enemy ; I will ſave you trom every 


fnare, every Tempration as your eye 1s ſteadfaſt 


upon me, What it the enemy come 1n like a 
found, it the Spiric of the Lord litr upa ftand- 
| | ard 
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ard againſt him, can heprevail? what though 
he caſt fiery darts? What though he be lect 
round abour 2 Will not the ſhield of Faith 
acnch them all 2 Will not the whole Armour 
of God defend and keep ſafe from them all ? If 
the enemy be relitted Jawfully, thar is, in true 
Faith in that Power which 1s engaged for the 
Soul againſt him ; Doth not the Power of the 
Lord ariſe and ſcatter him, ard ſtrengthen and 
eſtabliſh the Soul in the Grace and in theTruth? 
O the holy miſtery of the. heavenly Warfare, 
| andofthe working of the pure Power againſt 
_ theenemy, which overcomes all his impurities, 
and keeps clean from them ! Look not at the e- 
nemy, let not in the reaſonings of che Mind, 
keep in thy patience, keep in the pure fear, jn 
the noly living ſenſe, be only what thou art 1n 
the ſeed, 1n the new birth, in the Life which 
God hath begorten in thee ; then art chou ſafe, 
then art thou in the name ©t the Lord, which is 
the ſtrong Tower, The enemy indeed may make 
a noiſe about thee with his Iufts, with his rem. 
ptations, with his loads, with his ſtorms, with 
his fiery darts : but he cannot enter thy habira- 
ration, The Spirit of darkneſs, the Prince of 
darkneſs,is ſhut out of the Land and Light of the 
Living. Abide thou there : dwell in the Light, 
and walk in the Light, as God 15 1n the Light, 
and he ſhall neyer have power over thee, 
Va 
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Concerning Prayer. | 0 


I have experienced Prayer to be the breath- 
ing of chat birth which God begets, co the Fa- 
ther of Life which begatirz who by his Spirit | {/ 
makes knownto it 1:s Condition and wants, 
and gives a ſuitable ſenſe of heart and cries 
to ic, For as ic 1$not 1n man to beget hun« 
ſelfro God ; no more can he pray to God in his 
own will or tine, but as God pours out the 
Spirit of Prayer and Supplication upon him,and 
by his Spirit ceacheth and helpeth him to pray 
as he ought, Becauſe ye are Sons, God hath ſent 
forth che $ perit of bis Son tnto your bearts,crying 
Abba, Father, | have bad a fe:{e of che natu-= J 
ral man, and of the ſpiricual man ;z and of the 
Cryes and Prayers of each : and chis I have been 
raught and Jearned of God, that the Goſpel- 
Prayer, 1s the Prayer of that birth which is be- 
gotten by che Spirit ard Power of the Goſpel, 
and which prays in the Spirir and in the ſpring- 
ings of the holy Life and Power, whereby 1 
rig:tly wreſtles, and prevails with God,obtain- 
ing che Mercies and Bleflings which ir wreſtles 
with him for, For to chis Child there is acceſs to 
God 1n the Faith, chrough chat holy Spiric of 

Lite which makes way for it, to obtain Grace 


and 
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and Mercy in the time of need. And through 
this Spirit it prays to God, and prevails with 
 bim ou the behalt of others alſo. For the Prayers 
| of the righteous avail mucnzas 1t 1S Writtens 


V I. 


{oncerning Juſtification and Sanftiſicati- 
an, ſome things which 1t bath pleaſed the 
Lord, in his tender Mercygtogroc me to 
experience. 


Firſt, That it 1s the ſame Chriſt, the ſame 
Spirit, the ſame Lite, che ſame Wildom, the 
ſame Power,the ſame Goodneſs, Love and Mer- 
cy the ſame Water,the ſame Blood,which both 
juitifies and farctiftes, 

Secondly, That Juſtificttion and SanRtifica- 
tion g0 hand in hand togerher. There 15 none 
Juſtifted, bur bethacis m meaimie Sauctified : 
and there 1s yore Sanctified but he thar 3s 1n| 
mcaſure Juſtitied, For God Juſtifiech by a rule 
(by the new Covenant, and accordmg to the 
Law chereot;) And men reccive and partake 
of Juſtification, according as they are brought 
into and keep within the compals of char rule, 
For God acted of old coward, and Juſtificd 
the children of the old Covenant according to 
the Law thereof; and the Children of the new 


Coye.. 


| 
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Covenant are Juſt1fi-d a..d partaxe of Tuſtifica. 
tion according to the Law rhere»f. 

Thirdly, That Juſtificar19n and San Riftca. 
tion are butch of a-d thr.ugh Gracz, Ir 5t{o1n 
the beginni: g and 1t 15 {o a'i along, By gr ce 
ye are ſaved, (31h the Apoſtie. The whole 
work of Salvation 1s Pr un and carried on 
through Grace, Ic 's through chat God viſits 
and reaches to :he Sal, with his quickening 
Vertue and Power. Heregrnerates alſo thete- 
by. Thiough that he Juſt fires; Through 
that he Sanctifies, &&c So thar as the work 
g0es on, Grace, G.ace, is to be cryed for to 
him that does the work, from his very laying 
the Foundation and faſtning the Soul there» 
upon, to his very laying or: of the top: ſtone. 

Fourthly, Though Juſtification and Santi. 
fication be of God's Grace an! Mercy 1n Chriſt ; 
yet this doth nor exclude Faith : but they are 
alſo chroughFaih,ar.d not without 1t, God doth 
not Juſtity man in the unbeheving ſtate, in the 
dead ſtate, in his abiding there ; bit 1n the co- 
ming out of 1t,in the repenting and iurning tom 
the dead works, © the living God, and in 
believing in him: and fo he allo Sanctiftes 
him. 

Fifchly, Faith and Obedience ate of the ſame 
nature, and always go rog-ther. So that 
wherever there is Faith, there is Obedience like- 
wiſe, and wherever there 15 ne 

Faith, 
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Faith, Obedience flows from Faich,and cant ot 


| be without it : for the very nature and vertue of 


Faith is5Init. And Faith 1s Ovedience, For 
this is the command ot God, that che foul be- 


| licve on him (and in his appe:rances) whom 


he hath ſent to ſave: and this Bel:eving 15Obedi- 
ence unto him that commands it, And this 
Faith and this Obedience is Holy and Juſt in 


| God's fight and through it (but nor without it) 


the Soul 15 the both Juſtifizd and Savctified, 

Sixtly, That the works of Faith, che worxs of 
the new Life, are not the works of the Law,the 
works of the old Covenant ; nor are excluced 

aſtification as the Works of the old Covenant 
are. Fox, I haye found the Lord, who hath | 
condemned and excluded all my doings, which 
ever I have been able to do of my ſelf, fill Ju- 
tity and accept what his Spirit and Holy Pow. 
er hach donein me, They are not of the ſame | 
nature in themſelyes, nor are they fo accounted 
ofin the eye of the Lord. For the Lo1d diftin» | 
euiſhech between root and root : and what 
[pringeth from the holy Root, he Juſtificth as 
holy, and what ariſerh from the unhoty root, 
he condemneth as unholy. 

Seventhly, That by the Law of Faith all 

boaſting is excluded, in. the whole work both 
of Juſtification and Sanctification, What is the 


| Law of Faith ? Is not this its Law to ferch all 


from the Son, to doall in the Son ? to quit 
E elf 


kept i in the duſt for ever,and God alone exalted 


F 
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felf and its own ability, and co perform all inf} to) 
tne newnels of the Spirit, in the ability , which lab 
is of God, given and continued in and throughſ 

his Grate: and Mercy to the Soul in the Lord 

Jeſus Chritt? All the veins of Life, all che 

ſtrains of che new Covenant run here, Here i 

no boaſting of the Creature, here can be nd cer 
boaſting : for all its abiliry and (trength 1s ſhut ir, 
out ; and that which is given of God to. it, 15] ing 
all and doth all. Yet every Jew here hath 

praiſe of God. His Faith is commenGged, his Love an 
is commended, his Faithfulneſs is commend} an 
ed, his Zeal for the Lord, his Obedience to the} Ge 
Lord, his Patience in ſuffering 15 commended} (zc 
8c. buc the praiſe and honour of all redound ra; 
not to his fleſh, but to the Spirit an@ Grace off P; 
God in him. Sothar here fleth is laid low, and 


11 this day of his pare power in the heart, He 
chart truly belteverh entrech into reſt, How into 
reſt?ÞFrem whac doth he reſt? Why,from his ow 
worzs, from the works of the fleſh, yeiſ po 
from the Works of the Old Covenant | fir 
fron the Works tnat ariſe from his own a4 Pc 
bilicy, from the works wherein he can never} ed 
be Juſtified wich the :Golpel - Juſtification, Bufſ i} 
doth he ceaſe trom the works of Faith > dotiff lie 
a ceaſe from the Labour of Love ? doth hi 
eaie from Ovecier cz to any thing that God is Mok 
pb Nay, then ſurely he racher beginnetiÞ 6f 
£0 
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| to work and labour in the Vine. yard ; and h1s 


n 
hÞ labour is not in vain in the Lord, 
kt 

he Concerning Faith. 


"uf Several things I have experienced, both con- 
no cerning the nature, vertue, and operations of 
we ic, ſome whereof (asI feel them ſpring up Liv- 
5þ ingly 1n my heart)] may mention at this time, 
my Farft, This I have often experienced,rhac it 3s 
Ve an hard thing truly and rightly to believe, I 1s 
dF an ealy matter to believe notions concerning 
by God, and concerning Chriſt : but co believe in 
df God, to believe in Chriſt; co believe in him thac 
"OF raiſed up jeſus,to believe in the Light,Life and 
off P>wer, which flows from Jeſus, this indeed is 
nd} hard by reaſon of the great Darkneſs and Igno- 
cd rance which man is faln into through tranſgre(- 
Hg fon, 
ny Secondly I have experienced this alſo, that 
wif Faith 1s God's gitt, and that it flows from che 
yeap power of his Lite, There 1s firſt a quickening, 
if tirit a couching of the heart by the holy, pure 
ay Power of the Lord : and when a man is touch- 
vel ed and quickened, thenin and by and through 
>ulf that vertue which flows into him, he can be- 
if lieve in that which toucheth and quicknerh him. 
hJ Thirdly, Thar Faith never ſtands in a mans 
rey own power, but alwayes in the vertue and power 
ct of the life of the Son. So thar he thac will be- 
E-4 lieye 
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lieve aright, muſt wair to feel the Liſe of the 
Son revcaled in him, and Faith flowing there-' 
irom. For the true belict ſprings from the Life 
oi the holy root z and from the lowing up and 
{yringing up of that Lite, Faith receivcs 11s nou- 
riſhment and d aily vertue. 

Tour I have obſzrved this in my travels, 
thac theEarthiy Wiſdom andNotions there from, 
got into ry e Mind and held in the Mind out of 

the ſeole of life, are a great let to Faith.For thele 
Brengchen and nouriſh that in man, which 1s 
ro be weakned and die, that Life and the birch 
of fe may be all 11 the heart, Man 1s to die, 
man 3 to be ceaſed from his underſtanding, his 
Wiſdom 15 to be brought to noughr, Bur after 
it hath had a firoke and wound from God's ho- 
ly Spirit and Power (even the very wound 
whuch tends to death) . yer it will be getting 
Lite again- (gctring its deadly wound healed) 
and nour! ſhng ics Lite by choſe very notions, 
which came from that Life and Power : which 
(in meaſure) flew ir. And thus the Jew OUL- 
ward, hath his Life in the outwardneſs of 
knowlcdgy in the ourwardneſs of the Law, in 
the letter which killech z for the relation and* 
outward knowieds of things killeth and dead- 
rerh more and more, unleſs man come into the 
TIN ard Life and Vertue, and daily feel them 


quickned there, [f Je live 111 t he Sp: rity walk 
ST he Sp:rit, laid the Apoſtle, A man cannot 


: live 


þ 


\. 
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| live in an outwardneſs of knowledg concerning 
| the Spiric and Power of the endleſs Life : buc 


he that would truly live, mult hve 11 che _ 


{ ric ic ſelf ; and he thac would righily walk 
| 1n his way, muſt walk in that Spirit wherein _ 


received lite, and wherein he that abideth. lives 


that all 


Fifchly, This I have allo obſerved, 


| notional Faith wherein js not the living vertue 
| (as concerning Chriſt, his ſuftcrings, death, re 
| {urreftion, aſcention, interceiizon ; and con- 
| cerning Juſtification by him, &c.) the enemy 
{ will Tet the Soul alone with, and ler hum enjoy 
| peace in - bur his war is deſperately againtt che 
true Faith, againſt Faith in the true power, a- 


gainft Faith in the light of Life. O how many 
ſore and ſharp aflaults doth he make againſt the 
Faith which receives its vertue from God, and 
cauſeth the Soul to live to God ! And how fore 
is it with the ſoul, when Faith is weak, and the 
enemy comes on againſt it with the ſtrength of 
his aflaults and temprations. Lord, encreaſe 
our Faith, ſaid the ſenſible diſciples, 

Sixtly, Ic isa precious thing to feel Paith 
quickened by God, and heiped by God againſt 
the enemy, For then the ENCiNy Cannot Prevail 
20ainft che Soul, bur the Soul through the Ver = 
we and power of hie, prevails over the eNEmy 4: 
the Faith, And this 3s the grcat work of a Chr: 
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ſtianznot only to wreſtle and fight, but to learn Þþ is 1 
{o ro wreſtle and ſo to fight, as to overcome, Þ| Po 
Seventhly, Thar 11 the pure fear (not thatÞ in 
winch 15 taught by the precepts of Men, but Þ it 
which God puts into rhe heart) Faith hath itsÞ thi 
rength and exerciſcth its firengch, *O whoſf fro 
knows the preciouſneſs of this Fear ! The powerſf eth 
of Faich,the power of Lite, the power of Salva-ſþ ric 
ton and everlaſting preſervation 1s revealed iſ ſha 
it, Thereforelaich the Lord,waen he ſpeaketh off ene 
providing for his Children 1n the new Cove|ſf to | 
nant, that they {hall abice with him for ever ;Þjou 
and got depart any more from him, as the Chil-ſ 
dren of the old Covenant did; 1 will put mf 
Fexr in their hearts, and they ſhall or deparl 
from me, And when the Angel preached thi} 
Everlaſting Goſpel, how did he preach it: 
Fear God and grue glory to him, for the hour if 
hu Fadement 1 come, 8c. Rev. 14. When thi} | 
pure Fear is felt, wen chat which is concrarfſtiou 
ro God 1s judged ; then the Goſpel 1s known 1 co 
and the work thereof experienced in the hear}'M*, 
And how eaſy 15 it, when the pure fear is fel) 
to diſtruſt and deny ones ſelf, and truſt in th}Me- 
Lerd? O how weak are the reaſonings anjſ*15 
imaginations then, and how ſtrong is the powſ® ! 
which ſcatters them, and lifts up the head owjul 
chem | | 
Now 1: concerns every one deeply to conlſ*N<c 
der,of what nature his Faith is,and what veri$o9c 


nl 
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|isin it, and what it can do 1n and through the 
| Power of the Lord for im ; how it fercheth 
| 11 che crae !iving nouriſhment every day, - how 


it delivers the Soul and gives it victory over | 


 thar which Fairth was appointed to deliver 
from. For he who through the Faith overcoms- - 
| eth that which 1s contrary to God, (hail inhe= 
ric; and he that fights the good Gehr of Faith, 
hall overcome { but he that overcomes not his 
| enemies, which ſand 1n his way, thall be ſure 
.Þ to be hindred by them from atraining to hi- 
journeys end. 


VIIL 


Concerning Obeatence ſome Experien- 
ces alſo. 


Firſt, True Obedience, Golpel-Obcdience 
[flows from lite, flows from the living faich, If 
coun obey in \ all things that God requires of 

, yer that would not "fatisſy me, unle(s I telr 


fon Obedience flow from the birth of his Lite in 
gme, My Facher doth all in me, faich Chriſt, 


this was Chriſts comfort, And to feel Chrift dos 

all in the Soul, is the comfort of every one that 

traly believes in him. | 
Secondly, Truc Obzatence, Goſpel. Ovedi- 


ence 1s natural to the birth aplneh 1s born cf 


God, Ic is unnatural £ the fleſh, co mans: 
F; A. | WY jim 
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Vildom,to deny bimſelt a::6 cake up the croſs, 
wag: it is natural to the birch which is born d | hh 
God's Spirit. That which u bory of the Spzrit uf th 
Sperat © 3 and 1t 15 natural co it to be converſant C 
133 and cxerciled about that which 1s Spirituſ th 
20 | | th 
Thirdly, That honouring and pleafing and} d 
anſwering che will of the _ is the propaſi L 
aim of the truly Obedieut. how do they de-ſÞ 3» 
bght to co the will of God. Foot AMeat, launf w 
Chriſt, rhar ye know wot of. To do the will be 
was his Meat and drink : and ic 15 Meat andfl b: 
Drink to all char are of his nature and Spirit. If IN fa 
ſhould never have any other reward, bur theſ b 
pleaſure of Ovedience ; yer T could not but fayſp k 
and reſtity, that in anſwering the Law of theſſ| ex 
pure Lite, keeping the holy ſtatutes and com-ſÞ a: 
mandmenrts of Gods Spirit tnere 18 great re-ſÞ m 
ward, Buryct there isa crown alfo, and afÞ i 
reaping atter this Lite, of every thing that uv} h 
ſown to the Spirt : and the crown is weight) 61 
aad everlaſi ingly glorious. | h 
Four:hly, Goſpel Obedience is exceeding net N 
ceila-y in and to the Golpel-ttare, Mark, The} L 
Lam# is the leader 3 and can any be faved by} « 
hi:n, buc chey char iollow him 2? When ChriſtY d 
<alis out of the W rl, mult noc the Sou] come 
tohim, whois the Sh:epiierd 2 And muſt not 
the Shzep daily learn ro know his voice, and 
follow wa : Even till they come to Þe acquaint TO: 


cd 
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ed with every moving, drawing and leading of 
his Spirit; and ſo come to follow the Lamb whi- 
therivever he goes? Mark what a weight 
Chriſt layeth upon doing. If ye know theſe 
things, happy are ye if ye doth.m, Why then 


| the diſciples cannot come to happineſs, bur 1n the 


doing, un the obeying of the will of Chriſt, his 
Lord and Maker. And he that heareth theſe ſay- 
gs If mine and doth them, [ will liken him to a 
wiſe manythat owl bts bouſe upon a rock, But the 
believer, without doinz the will, 1s the fooliſh 
builder, whoſe building will not ſtand. Again 
ſaith Chriſt. As the Father bath loved me, 
have 1 lowed you continue yen my love. If ye 
keep my commandments, ye (hail abide in my love 
even 44 | have kept my Father's Commandements: 


| ard abide in bis love. The diſciples whom he, 


moſt dearly loved, muſt keep bis command- 
ments, it they will cont:nue in his Love, And 
his Apoſtles caughe the ſame, even the working 
out of the Salvarion and the purifying of the 
hcarc through the Obedience of the truth. For 
Mark. There 15 a Covenant of Lite, a way of 
Lite + and how can Lite be reaped, now can che 
work of Lite go on, but 1n Subjection and Obe- 
dience thereto ? 

O blefled 1s he, who meets with the power 
of Life, which cnables to obey, and who 1s O- 
bedienc and ſubject to that power, For he that 
taly b:lieves in Chriſt, 1s rurned by him to has 

| Light 
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Light, and to the power of his Father 3 and the 
Peace, Growth, Joy, Bleſiedneſs 8c 15 witneſled 


n ſubjection thereto. 


VIII 
Concern:ng the (roſs of (hriſt. 


This I have experienced concerning theCroſs 
of our Lord Jeſus Chritt, that 1t 1s an inward 
and {piritual thing, produceing inward and fpt- 
ritual effects in the Mind : and that this is Ic, 
even that waich _ the enmity inthe mind, 
and crucifies to the World and che af lieSion 
thereof. God for bid,laid the Apoitle, that I 


ſhould glory ſave 1 the Croſs of our Lord Feſus 


Chriſt, whereby the World 15 crucifi:d unto me, 
and [ tntothe World, Now mark ; That which 
1s coatrary to: the World, and crucities to 
the World, that is the Croſs, The Crols 
hath 1s power, and nothing eile: and ſo 
there 1s noching elſe to glory in. The fle( 
iuſteth aq tbe Spirit, aud the Spirit againſt 
the fleſh and theſe are contrary one to tne other, 
M: _ here 1S the Crots ; The Spirit which 1s 
con _ to the fleſh, which morcifies the 
fzſh, through che Ob: dience whereot the fleth 
1s cruciticd, If ye through the Spirit mortify the 
deeds of the vody, ye ſhall live. Wharſoever is f 
and in che Spirit, 1: 15 contrary to the fich, The 
light of the Spiric is contrary to the darkneſs of 
the 
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the fleſh, The holinels of the Spirit 1s contrary 


wo the unholineſs of the corrupt heart. The 


| Life of the Spirit 15 contrary to the Life (or ra- 
| ther death) that 1s in fin. The power of the 
Spirit is contrary to the power that 15 1n Satan 
| md bis Kingdom, The Wiſdom of God 1s cor;- 
 trary and a fooliſh thing to che Wiſdom of 


man, Yea the new Creature, which ſprings 
from God's Holy Spirit, 18 contrary and death 
ro the old. Now he that comes hither, ouc 
of his own Wiſdom, our of his owr. will, out 
of his own thoughts, ou: of his own rea- 
ſonings 3 and comes to a diſcerning of ,Gad's 
Spirit, andto the fecling of his begerting ot 
life in his heart,and his ſtirrings and movings in 
the lite which he hath begotten,and waits here, 
and receives counſel here, he 1s taught to deny 
himſelf, and to joyn to and take up thar, by 
which Chriſt daily crofleth and ſubdueth 1n him 
that which 1s contrary to God. 

And here is the fight cf Faich, and the good 
travel under the Crols, whereby,the holy jour- 
ney 15 gone, and the enemics (which tile up to 
oppoſe in the way) vanquithed and overcome, 
For here 1s the power revealed : the preferv- 
ing power, the Jcading power, the con: 
quering power of him, who ridech on con4 
quering and to conquer his ſpiritual enemi- 
es, inthe hearts of his Children, who know 
his voice and are ſabic& to hin z woo daily 
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denying themſelves and taking up his Crols,fel. 
low him, Wo is co them thac are at eaſe in Sj. 
ON, under any thing that is contrary to God ; 
bur bl-!ings are upon them whoſe dwelling q 


caUl 
[not 


nnqger rhe Croll . and who know no eaf= $9 
what 1t allows. Ir will make -Trut b, Life wii 
Holineſs, Righreouſneis, Faith, Obedience the 
Meeknels, Patience, Love,iSeparation from Sin, _ 
Communion with the Lord, aud all the fruits w 


of the Spirit,as natural ro them in ihe renewed x 
Nace, as ever fin was 1n the corrup! {tzre, And w 


the 

in that ſtare, they ſhall be able to ſay with Paul; 
' hc h ; per 
who once complained of his captivity, and chat AF 
he did what he hated; yet after h- had known uy 


the power of the Croſs, and was crucified with 
Chriſt, he could then do nothing againſt the 
rruth, bur for the cruth ; Yea then being a con- 

querer, having overcome the enemies which 

ttood in his way,he could do all things through I} (9 

Chriſt thar Rrengthened him. The "cauſe of fo 

many complaints and bowings down the head, 

& going mourning becanſc of the prevailings of 

the enemy,through cemprations,fin and corrup- | ( 

con, 15 becauſe the Croſs of Chriſt, which 1s the 


rOS Of anc 
power of God, (which 15 his Ordinance againſt I}-. 
che {trength ofthe enemy )is either not known, ow! 
or 197 taken up, And this 1s the reaſon that ma- Jy... 


ny chat make a fair ſhew for a while, yer after- J..13 
wards come to nothing {but are like untimely ( 
figs, 
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gs, or ike corn upon the Houſe-tops, w hich 
haſtily ſpringeth up, but ſoon withercth) be- 
" Fcauſc they either rightly never learn, or keep 
Yror ro the Croſs. For that alone bath power 
from God, to bring down and keep down that 
which 1s contrar to him. So that from under 
the Croſs of Chriſt, chere is no witneſſing Sal- 
' Bration or preſervation irom the Lord : buc out 
of the lunucs of the Crols,the enemy bath power 
4 ſo recover and bring back undcr his dominion. 
4 again, And wholoever, in his travels, leaves 
the Croſs behind him, does draw back unto 
? FEperdition, and not travel 0n in the living faith 
and newneſs of Obedience, towards the Salvati 
, £on of the Soul, 


» 


£ | 


1 | (oncerning the Myſlery of” Life, and the 
o | Myſtery of the fellowſhip which ts 


» theretn, 


God is hid from Man, as he lies in his finful 
and fallen eſtate: and no Man can find or know 
him ; bur as he pleaſeth to reveal himſelf by his 
> flown bleſſed Spirit, And Chriſt,beingGod's image 
there is no knowing or contelling | nim,. or riohe 
” Falling im Loxd, bur in and by the ſame Spirit 
/ Wt. Cor, x2, 3.) When he appeared in the days 

0 
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of his fleſh, fleſh and bloud could not reveal 
him, bur only the Father, And he is the ſam 
to day as he was yeſterday. He 1s not to be 
known now, but in the fame Spiritz in hi [thi 
own Grace and Truth, in a meaſure of his": 
own Lite, The dead cannot know him; th; 
they only know him, . who are his Sheep, who 
are quickned and made alive by him. And 
this Liſeisa MyRtery : none can underitard it, 
but they that partake of it, Cana man that 
3s naturally dead know what the Life of nature 
means ? No mote can a man that is ſpiritually 
dead, know whar the Lite of the Spirit means, 
The natal Man may oet the words tha 
came trom Life, and cry up them, and ſpeak} 
orcat words of the fame of Wiſdom and of her | 9 
Children : bu: the thing it felt is hid from chenf 9 
11, O it 15 a ſtrait gate,at which the birth en- the 
ters,at which none clfe can enter, The wiſe and 70 
prudent knowe:s and ſearchers after the HeſhJ 7© 
(and of the Scriptures, as they can put mean. V< 
1ngs up2n them and compr chena t hem) are {hut 

at in every age: but th:*s a babe born of naked the 
Truth (born of the pure fimplicity ) admitted WE 
by God, while men diſdain and deipile it. the 

And the fellowihip of the Saints 1s 1n the Ne 
Life and in the Light, which is this Myſtery, the 
The felloxyſhip 15 not outward but inward. All] gra 
they that meet together 1n the ourward place, 9! 
arc not in ie tell oWi1h! D 0) 9 worſhip : * Huron ly IST 
Liney 


— —— 
eee hs <a 


20 be Experienced. 


[they they meer together in the inward Life and 
| Spirit. They that worſhip the Father, muſt 
worſhip him in Spirit and Trath. Look, ther's 
| the worthip, there are the worſhippers ; The 

that are in the —_ in the Truth ; They 
| that meer 1n the Spirit, in tre Truth, th ey 


meet together 1n_ the oue Ipiritual place, as I 

may call ic. Ancl fo we own no man after the 

fleſh, no man according to the appearance z but 

In the righteous judgmen t olthe Spirit, choſe 
only who are ot "the *purr, Indeed we are ten- 

der, where there 15 the leaſt beginnivg of rhe 
work of God in any heart, yea where thae 1S 
bur ſo much as a convicticn of the under ftand=- 
ng: but Men are not preſenily of us, , who 
own ourPrinciple in words or ourward appear- 
ance, but only ſuch as are inwardly changed 
thereby 1 in heart, It 1s true Perſons may w alk a- 
mong us,8 afrerwards go out from us,who were 
never of us (as 1t was in the Apoſtles days)that 
were never 1n the rellowſhip of Life with us, 
whom we could never owh 1n the Fehr of the 
the Lord, as bcing born of him though we 
were willing to wait and watch fog cheir g00d, 

thar they might come to witneſs the crue birch. 
Now from ſuch come the offences, even from 
the falling oft of ſuch as never were truly in- 
erafied, and alſo from the (l ups of ſuch who are 
not watchful to that which preſerves. And wo 
is tothe World, becaule cf the offences which 
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cannot but come, Por they which are not ap. 
proved in the {1ght ot the Lord, muſt not ſome- 
what or other happen to make them manifeſt ? 
And when they are made manifeſt, the World” 
eye is offended, and 1s apt to think hardly of 
and reproach the Truth it ſelf, becauſe of them, 
Burt. blefled 1s the eye, which ſces into the My- 
ery, into the Lite ut felt, where there is no ot- 
fence, but Truth 1s one and che ſame for ever. 


wy 


X 1. 


Concerning Judging accoraims to the ap- 
pearance, and fudgins righteous 7 udg- 
ment, Fidg a accordins to the ap- 
pearance laid Chriſt) but fudg righs 
teous judgment, Joli. 7, 24. 


Whar isirro Judg according to the appear- 
ance ? and what 4s 1t to Judg righteous Judg- 
ment? I ſhal! ſpeak whar I have experienced, 
having been deeply exerciſed avout this thing, 
| Mark the; 
| The hy ly Spirit of Lite breatherh upon the 

| heart : and by his breathing and working there, 
he quickens and begers lite, oh, 3-8, And that 
which 1s begotcen and born of him, 15 begotten 
and born into his nature, and ſo is of the 
ſame nature with him, a3 wer, 6 of that chap. 


Now 
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Now to that which is born of the Spirit, the 
Spirit is the leader, the preſerver, the ſupporter, 
the comforter, the daily quickner, He can do 
rothing without the Spirit, without the preſent 
Lite and Power of him that begat him. $9) that 
all the judgment which che birch of Life hath, 
is from, and of,and in the holy Spirit of the Fa- 
ther. 

And here 15 true Judgment, both concern- 
ig righ:coufnefs and againlt all unrighteoul- 
nels, So that keep to the Life, keep to tne Sp1- 
ric, keep to che Birth, keep to the Power 3 chen 
is the Wiſdom and ri ohceous j:dgment of God 
revealed. Bur any that 29 our cf this, and 
meaſure without this, they meaſure 1n the un- 
rghceoulneſs: and chough they ſearch che Scrip= 
tures,and think in themſelves they meaſure from 
the Scriptures ; yet they are miſtaken,and me- 
fare baſe From cheir own knowleds and appre- 

ienftons upon the Scriptures, as the Scribes and 
Phariſees did, when they ſeemed to conclude, 
upon ſearching the Scriptures, that Chriſt could 
not be the Metfiah, Foh. 7. 52. Search and Look 
(ſaid they) for out of Galilee ariſeth no Prophet, 
How then can this Galilean be he? See, by the 
Scriptures, 1f this can be the Chriſt, 

Ic 1s ſaid of Chriſt, He ſhall not Fudg afier 
the ſight of his eyes, nor reprove afier the hearing 
of his Ears : but with - 596 ſhall be 
Judg &'c, Ia. IT. 3, 4, _ Juaged righ. 

F 
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teous Judgment, How came heto dg ſo? 
Whi ne judged 12 ano with the Spiric, He 
kev to the SPIrKcs judgment, The Spiri: of 
the Lord reſt d upon him,and made tim qruck of 
underftaidng in ihe tear of the Lord. ver.2,3, 
And no mon can juds right corcerning the 
chinss 0: God, but in and by he [ameSp! ric, How 
ſhall I know whether m. dur:es be right my 
Prayers right,my waies rignt.m. worſh yr ght, 
my taith right, ny hope of the rizh: kind, my 
krowledg and uderſtanciug of the Sc: ! «Prures 
Hg, &c 2 L Wiy there 15 nO e Dutt O13E can de 
termine, He who bge:iceth Life. know: whe- 
ther that which 1s 1n thee be from his lite ; and 
whether that which thou otercſt ro h m., be 
truly living or no. And when the Lord \CPAT4IeS 
che living trom the dead, wiacwill remain in 
my that wake great pro Wiions atthis day, 

I would have no mon mftiken amour theſe 
things, L know many arc deeply mifta! Ken. As 
tneir own hearts wil one day acxniowic!o, 
when ihe Lord ſhall maxe mamteſt co them, 
how they have calieaevil good, andg of evil 
and pur darkneot> for hiahe, ana Light for dark. 
nets. Indecd itisquſtas it was 1m the dayes 
of Chriii's :opear 11g 0 2Uc wardly In a body of 
flcſh. The lane Lie, the lame $ 4 is deny- 
cd OW AS W3I5 en, j acn cine Je -WS cryed 
up © hittro con bur chey then ſpiritually ſaw 
him a0t, They ſaw the flelb ; (or outward 
form 


for 
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Yet 
but 
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form, Þut they ſaw nor him who dwelc in that 
fleſh. And though the Wer!d of Chriſtians 
now acknowledg Chriſt is come and did appear; 
Yer neither do they know him who did appear, 
but deny his life, his Spirit, his vertue,his pow= 
er, which 15 revealed in this day of his jove and 
g00Guet+,to the eyes of the Children of the true 
Wildoin. O let not fleſh Judg. Be ſilent, O 
all fl:ſh, before the Lord, and ceaſe judging : 
for be 1s ariſen toFudg, He ts Judg in the midſt 
of 15 people, and be will Faudg the Heatben alſo. 
And every one brings this near, Wait to feel 
fleſh judged in thee, and brought down 1n thee, 
that 1t may not jug in thee: but Spirit and 
Life may be exalred and fir upon the Throne 1n 
thy Hearc. And when Lite is exalted & doth be- 
gin to Judg; Oh take heed of harkening cothe 
fleſh, of letting in che Judgment of fIcth afcer= 
wards, leſt the Spirit be grieved and quenched! 
For the Wiſdom ot the fi:ſh is near, and will be 
ſtriving co get in and recover 1t5 ſeat again : and 
1 che warch be not ſingly kept to Goa's Holy 
Spirit, ſomewhat clſe will be judging mi rnee, 
which will Judg according to the appearance 


.Jot rhings to thy mind, and fo thuu wilc miſs of 


the true and righteous judgment of God'sSpirit. 
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A Queſtion aoered about knowing 
God s Spirit, 


Queſt. How ſhall [ know God's Spirit ? How 
ſhall I know tht. nzot40ns thereof ? How may 1 
know whether the Faith aud Hope in my heart be 
from him ? whether my prayers aud deſires ariſe 
thence, OCs 

Anſw, No man of himlelt, or by any 
way he of himſelf can take, can know 
God's Spiric. There mult firſt be a capa- 
city given, before any man can know the 
Spirit of the Lord; His Life, his Power mult 
firſt be felc ; and ſomewhat quickned,ſomewhat 
formed by him, ſomewhat begotten of him, 
which 1s {pirit, and this can know hum, Now 
min in chi s may kiiow him,but 9ut of this can 
never know him. Therctore this 1s the ereat 

{k11}, and dil'gence and wiſdom of a Chriſtian, 
tO Kcep to ) this, ro watt for this,to have lis eye 
towards the pure iprfng of wiſdom z that when 
it fprings, he may caicern and receive tr: ard 
when that which 18 0 a contrary nature ſprings, 
ie ey difcern it under all its deceirtul appear- 
ances, and urn trumir. For our of the heart 
are the iſſues both of Lite and Dcath, y_ 
a 
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all manner of decervabieiicls or unrighteoulneſs 
in the n-xrigh:eous nature, in the unrizhtcous 
Spiric:aud -£ the watcn be vor arliſven ly Kenregit 


15 caly to be Gecerved at any time, Bur the true 
| Seed, the holy Sced, the Living Secd, the e-» 
lect Seed, che tramortal Seed 1s never deceived. 


0 bleſſed are they who have their cyes opened 
and kept open 1n 1t, :0 dilcern the myitery of 
GodLineſs, and the myſtery ot Iniquicy 3 chat 
they may be prelerved ſafe in the one, out of 
the reach oft che other, 


XIILT. 

Some Queries concerning the Seed of the 
Kingdom, in which the Kingdom it ſelf 
1s contained { as the nature and ſub{tance 
of things 1s contained in the Seed there- 
of Jand out of which it ſpringeth up and 


arl eth in the heart. 


er, 1, What is that Socd which 1s ſpoken 


1: 


| of 1 Fob, 3. 9. which remaineth in thofe thac 
| are born of God, and preſervein out of fi, 
| thoſe that are Iced by ic. and comprenended mn 
Et? is it not the Seed of the Kingdom ? 


Ouer. 2. Do not the natural heres and 
flowers, the nacural plants and trees grow from 


| a natural Seed 2 Do not the {piriin:] plants, the | 


E2 4p 1. 


$6 Scriptures precious 
ſpiricual trees, the trees of righteouſneſs grow 
from tne Seed of riehreouinels ? 

Ouer, 3. Wasft not the great doctrine of 
Chr t,ro prea a the K! inedom e And how did 
he p:cach it? _— he not preach it as a Sced, a 
a 8rain of Ma tird-Seed 2 aud did not be liken 
TN1S S9iritua | Seed to Leave, £O a precious pearl, 
to treaſur hid Te a fie:d, to a piece of ilver lol 
&c. O now happy is ke BE who knows and Cle 
joyes the thing it felf which Chrilt preached! 

il rne prophets propheficd concerning him: 
and when be contes, this was ba rine, that 
men fhouid mind't - - ae atier this, purchal 
his, p-ſi:{s this, ſcel this planted and grow uy 
17 En,and ares icon tie into and groy: 
ing wupin ir, 

Can any man be born 0 
this Secd, and nor born of God ? 


Quer, 5. How doth Grace and Truth com: 
© Not grow up from th 


by jeius Chrilt ? £ > Dorh it 
Scec ? Cant grow up any other way 1n an) 
hears ? 


Qwer. 6, Is not $7ivation felt and witneſl: 
1oie that are 1n any mea(urÞ 


:n every heart (of th 
redeemed) -as this Seed grows KP 23d - cover{ha. 
dows them 2 Was not this the Salvation ready 
to be revcaied mn the lait rrme, I Pet, 1. 10 
BR creof he Apoltie Pere nimieit was made 


, PALIT as er? Chaſe FE, 19s In the } ia VCEIC thi 


ſha. 


Gar. 4. Can any man be born of God,and 
. NOt Dot $06)] 15S Seed ? 


to be Experienced, $7 - 
ſhadows of 950d things ©: coine : but 1n the 
RPO ſubſtance, the Seed. ut if It reyeal. 


(| "0 7 'r not the right beginning in Re. 
a I'gi "| ns © Dez! n 1n the  _ ? and can any DC- 
NWN in ihe Sp Tit, buc he that: bog: :2S 4 and with 
l the Secd vt the Kinzdoin ? 
M Ower. 8, Is i: not che main and chiet thing 
n-W in Religion, ro know this Seed, to tecl tius 
1! Sced,:o be joyned to this Seed ang abide in thi 
1: Sced ? 
all Ozer. 9+ Is not all tiac flows from this 
ie Seed , rrue aid certain ? is not ihe know 
vl ledg certain here? the Faith nperc? the Love 
"WU here? che Peace here ? tie Joy here? the 
the Righicoutnels here ? From this truegruct, 
10} can there grow or fhoot torch any thing, Duct 
of that which 1s true ? O, every breathing here 
IS trom pure Lice, and precious 11 the eye of the 
nf Father. Is there any ccrtanity clicwacre 2 O, 
when the Lord apyears, wili he nocdifown all 
JF} tne religion and worthip, which is not of this 
erowth 2 


2) 


4 Dner. 10. Burt ſome 1 may ſay, now may I. 
< know this Seed, and how may Lb: jaynecd £0 1c? 
| Anjw. ln the quicxnng Lite mayckt cou 
know 1c, and no-where elle. D:df thou ever 
tel that which quickned tiny hear: cowards the 
Lord ? Thereju and chereby, at chat rumc,i non 
Þ mayeſt ſce] an eye and hear: opened,WIICH can 
4 truly 
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truly ſee and know ſomewhat of God. An 


(keeping thy cie to the quickning power of God, 
as tar ſtirs, moves and operates in thee and up. 


011 tee then mayeſt know again ard know 


more. Therc'ore eye the power which ouickens, 
and eye the Seed which it reveals and raiſerh in 
thee, and wait to feel the power {ubjeRing thee 
ro the Seed, that thou mayett come under 1t,and 
17 may come over thee, and preſs down 1n thee 
all that 1s concrary to 1ts pure Narure. And 
as thou coineſt hither,chou wil find that which 
death hath no power over : and as thou abide 
tnere, thou ſhalt find it to have no power over 
chce. F r, ofa truth, in the holy Covenant of 
Life ang Peace, death never had nor can hay: 
power : but he who ab deth in him a" is the 
Covenant, Who is the ſheepherd, wio 1s the 
Love, who is the Wiſdom and Power of God, 
witneſleth there a ſure defence and firond 
rower, where Salvation is for a Wall and 
Bulwark acainſt the Enemy, There are mavy 
ſorts of ralkers concerning t tha thing, bar tnere 
are ſew rave -Jlers 1nto 1t : bur he alone who 15 
atrue traveller into it, and rakes up his ref 
there, cercainly knows and can truly witnels 
what is to be found there. And this is the 
rcalon that fo many (who ſecm great and expe- 
rienced kaowers)crannot receive our teſtimo! Ys 
becauſe — know neither the Seed nor 1ts voice, 
concerning which and whereby we teſtify, Burt 


Wiſe 


a 
= 
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f ; Wiſdom is Juſtified of her Children ; and they 


that know the voice of the Sheepherd, know 
his preſent appearance in this our day, which is 
contrary to the Wiſdom ard Knowlecg of all 
other Secds and Births whatſoever, He that 
bath an Ear to hear, let him hear : Bu: he that 
hath not the true Far, cannot any the true tf 
ſtimony, though it ſhould ncver {o ofcen be de- 
clared unto him. But bleſſed i is he thar knows 
and ſtumbles not at the aynearances of the Seed! 
and Power of Life in his cwn heart, bur is turn- 
ed from the Darkneis to the Lighs there, and 
from the Power of Satan to the manitcſtation of 
God's Svirit there : tor the end of words (even 
of Chrifts own directions 11 the days of his fl:ſh) 
is to turn wen to the holy Lite and Power 
from whence the words came, and thither man 
15 to travel, and therein to center, walting c«1 
the Lord in therway of his Jadsments and ten=- 
der Mercics,to witneſs a tran{]:tion from Dark- 
neſs to Light, and from the Kingdom of Satan 
into the Kingdom of the dear rs King- 
dom is at firſt bur as a grain of muiſtard<Seed, 
and mult be ſo known and fo received. And 
row let every ferious heart exunine concern! ng 
himſelf, D ot thou Know te KS dom 7 15 the 
Secd grown in thee? Doch it over pread the? 
Art tnou 1n 1tas ma Kingdom ? Doll thou feel 
1c overſhadowing thee ? Arc thou 1n unity with 
ic 2 D»th ir ſpeak Peace to thee from the Lord ? 


Is 
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E che Wall oi partition broken down in thee? | 


is Gere of twan madieons new man? Dult chou 
feel :hat which 1s contrary to Chriſt ſubJued in 
m_ oy his power ? and his hoiy nacure, Lite, 

| Spir1: retpning over 1c? Canit thou read 


< S-r:pture feafibly and experimential!', If 


7e brmg 1:be Sp:ree mortify che deeds of ihe bo. 
dy, jeihil we? Ah how milerably do men 

talk of Cirntt, the Po yer oi God, and mils 
of che A: _ works of hys Powe in them ? 
Fail is a powertul thing) gives victory, (true 
Fair g1v2s vietory Vit ſcatters that which itands 
berwecen, and givcs real acccls to God, and lets 
12 his pate, freſh living Vercue, upon che he arc, 
Love 1+ a powertal ching, ic conſtrains to (be. 
dicace; and rhe hearc that 1s circum. {cd co 
love tne Lord God, O how doth Life fl»w from 
him uno 1:1 O, away with empty notions, and 
c2m? to the intuiſtration of che Spiric, where 
tne Kawlde is hiving,the Faith victorious,;he 
Love o PUrE 2nd andefiled, the Worthip cruly 
ſpiri: ual, even l»wing from and comprehended 
:n lie Lite and Veriuc of the Spiric, O thar all 
enar cruly breath atrer the Lord, mighc be ga- 
thered hither, found here and dwell hee, 


eAmein, 
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Pp. 
% a a 
A | 
| Pos tT-SCKkIPT Tothe 
C 
Experiences, 


Er{ons that have had ſome true touches of 
Life and true breathings after the Lord ; 

yet not having their eye fixed rightly upon him, il 
nor diic:rning from whence thoſe come,may ca- j 
fily loſe the true ſenſe of Lite, and another ! 
birth of another nature ſpring up in them, 1n- 
ſicad chereot, This was 1t we gener ally want- 
ca, in the day of cur former protetlion, even 
the diſccrning of that and fixing upon that, 
which begat Life in us : through want whereof 
many of the moſt tender. hearted came to a loſsz 
whom the Lord ar lengrh {ihewed mercy to, 
—_ ſting io them the Light of their cyes, 
and che (tay of their Souls, Now. to all chat 
have been gathered hither by the Lord,Lite hath 
been renewed, and the'r former experiences (of 
the Lord and his goodncſs to them 1n rhe 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt) reſtored again with advan- 
tages And here they ſenfibiy {ce and daily ex- 
Dcrience that nothing 18 of their own works,hut 
all of Grace and Mercy in and through Chriſt, 
in whom tiey are created unto good works, 
| which 
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which God before ordained that we ſhould 


wal: in chem, And here the glory 15 1eveaicd, 
the g'ory oi Life, rhe vÞry of Peace with the 
Lord, he It Un) = _ INT I? Rs \ 11 and: hrouch 
h:5 gon, "gs ol wy o: V-etory over rhe S>1l. ene. 
mics, and of Arad CaDiivity cap. wi 
tre2ding noon the Necks of Rings, even c£ 
mighry =_ win.ch :njz2ltity _reviiicd over 

2nd op wrefled the Soul, b-t jr tne Uapiann of 
our <aivaiion append, in the power and au- 
thori: y _—_ own Spirir, Bur blelled be the 
Lord, there 1s noc only this Glory revealed, 
bur 3 is a detence over the Glory : For there 
15 that xevealed, which is able to defend it, and 
doch d&<tend ic 1n the hearcs of many, and 11 the 
I'ving a'emnblies which have been gathered by 
God's Holy Power,which holy Power (which 
gathe:ed) daily quickens and overſhadows,and 
15a rock unt?, aid will be ſo tor ever, even to 
all thac abide with him in his Holy Covenant : 
buc our of the Hiinics of that into which God ga- 
rhers, ad wherein and whereby he reſerves, 
there 1s BY actcnce toany, The curied thing, 
the unclean thing, the earthly Spirit, the mth. 
ly M:ad and Wildo!: op the Lord hath excluded, 
aid it 15 t6 ke excluded our of his camp for ever- 
more, that the inward Iſracl may be kept holy 
to the Lord, and may fcrve and worſhip the 
Lord in ce Dcauty of the inward holineſs, as 
the outward Liracl was outwardly to be and to 


do 


do, 


of | 


Jo 
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doin that ourward miniſtration of che ſhidows 


of the Goſpel-ſtate, 


Some Scriptures very ſweet, and neceſ- 
ſary ta be experienced in the Goſpel- 
9 tate, 


This ts Life eternal, that they might hnow 
thee the only true God, aud TFeſus Chriſt. whom 
thou os Þ hy 17, 3. There 1s a know- 
ledg of God and d Chriſt, which 1s Lile eternal- 
and there 1s a FY ,owiedg of them (or at leaſt 
that which man call (0) which: is not Life erernal. 
The krowledg uv hich is Life Frernal, is that 
knowledg w hichGod g on o his cwn birthgeven | 
the (piricual know kedo which God gives to cheſs 
which are born of thc e Spirit; which iS the KNOW - 
ledg of che myſtery of God,and of Qiriit in the 
miftery,Inwardly appearing and v 0: king in che 
heart againſt 1 he myftery of Sin and death. O 
Precious | is the birth tro which God <:ves rhis 
this knowledg, and precion is cine knowledg 
which he give: ho it. | The know iedg (or that 
winch Men call knowtc.g , Fare is not lite &- 
ternal, is char knowledg which man can ger and 
comprehend from w Ithout,of himlelt 5 Without 
the enlightnings and quickmngs ct Gog's Holy 
Spl- 
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Spirit ana Power, inwardly tel: and operating 
11ithe heart. 

No min can ſay that Teſus ts the Lord, but by 
ene holy Ghoſt, x Cor, 12, 3, It 35 preci« us to 
wicaels that confeliing and acknowledging Je- 
ſus co be the Lord, wh:ca 15 by the Holy Gholt, 
For only (tey that are governed by the Goly 
Gholt,can fo conicls inm, The Devil did con- 
fels Jeſus to be che holy one, the Son of che Jiv- 
ng God Cc. and many now contels Jeſus to be 
Lord, m the laine Spirit, being alie:-ared from 

heL1te of God, and having no true ſenſe or 
underſtanding of char, Buc there 15a confeſ- 


hon which caiinot ariſe, bac from God's Spirit ; 


and from the knowle cg it ſenſe and underſtand- 
ing which he gives : bicflced are chey that expe« 
rience thar, 

[: 15 wri' ton -# the bw ard they ſpall be 
all : :nght of f Go i, Every man therefore that bath 
heard, aud rath learned of rhe Father, come: 
4s 0%, Jo. G. ok Ai, bleiJza 1s he thac can 
11 tne Underfiotngnsg Ry The Lord hath inade 
good ts Pr ve tw me! He 1s become my 
Teacher, | tnvz herd his vaice, as truly and 
cer:ainly ima 1: my hearc,as ever I heard 
the voice of Sazan Bree, He hath revealed his 
Son, his pure, loly,living Child Feſas in me: 
He hath drawn meco his $ o8gh harh caught me 
tocome £5 his 402 + and indced lo floon as eye 
I card and learned of the Facner, I could not 


bur 
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| but come to the $011, and reccive the Son, and | 
[ and give up my iclt rofhun ; ard be hath recer- | 
ved me,/ and daily prelervcrh ne from «earth, 
| ard the ſting and power thercot,and giveth un» 
| to me Eternal L fe. 
| He that bath ths Sou hath Life; and be that 
| bath nat tbe Son oath wor L ife x Joh. 5. 12, 
| Ah, this 5 abundantly. experienced, bletied be 
the name of the Lond |! Many who had not j1ie, 
wile tiicy had not rhe Sor, buc m Outned 
ard lainented aceply alter hin (che c Spirir of che 
Lord bei 8 orieved in them, and Þþ4+ lie nor pot- 
{efl-d by them) the Father reveal: g his Son M 
them,and giving hun to chem, an theo enjoy - 
I ing aud policing hiumngteel tht they are Gatiy 1m 
Þ che enjoyment and P-. may n of cure and ticfh 
Lite in him, 
My fleſh is Meat indeed and mv. lend is Drink 
" indeed, He that eareth my Flijh a; 4 arzykeih 


; my Blow, dwelleth i in We, #i;d { £3; Gim, Joh, 
| | 6.55. 56, Weare oi 15 Flcth and 0! his Bone, 
| ſaid they that <1d ear his Fleth, and Grink his 
: | 3Z1o ud. Tt Wy that cat Chrit: che ONE bt Ca arc oy 
tha: Food made partakers of his :11vite vature, 
and become one bread (to: we being many are | 
| | one bread as 1.16 the Apoltic )ſo that now th ey 
* Þ areno longer aarineſs,bur Light 1n the Lord, 
* Þ the pure ficſh and bloui of che immaculiccLimb! 
- | O the incorrupnble tood, which gives Lite ro che 
; Soul? O che living word ? © the nulk of this 


wora, 
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word, the Milk cf the heavenly breaſt, which 


nouriſherh the babes ? bur the bread, the ell 
tne Blond 1s ſtronger nouriſhment. O hoy 
brightly might this be opened, 1n the Wang. 
{tration of Lie, to the ſpiritual ear and under- 
ſtanding | bu: che carnal-minded are thick and 
groſs, being drowned in their own apprehenfi. 
ons and ſenſe of the letter, but having no ſenſe 
of the mylcery. whac 1: ts myſtically to Eat and 
Drink the Fleſh and Blond of Chritt (ot him 
who 1s Lite, and gives Lite) and ro dwell coge- 
ther witn him 1n the one SPL Ns Life and 
Power eternal. 

For with _ is the Fountatn of Life : ; in thy 
L:git ſhall we ſes Light, Plal, 36, 9. Oh, blel- 
{ed are hen that can experimentally ſpeak 
thus, who know che Founcain of Lite , and 
dwelt there, where Ligne Shines more and 
more. | 
Hos every one that t Dirſtetb, come ye to the wa- 
ters, ard be that hath no mo; ey come yegvuy ard 
Ear, yea come, buy Wine and Milk without mo- 
ney, and withour prices Wherefore do ye ſpend 
Money for thar wich us yot bread ? and your 
labour for thit which [itirfieth not ? bearken di- 
ligently unto me, and Eat ye that which 1 85 go00 nd, 
and let your ſoul del: ght it ſelf i in fatzeſs. Incline 
your ear, and come unto me : bear and your ſoul 
thats lvoe, and [ will maks an C7 nlaFong Cove- 
nant with yon, even the ſure mercies of David ; 


Ila. 
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Ha. $5. r, 25 3- Here's happineſs, true hap- 
pinels, it! | happinels. He that 2xperiences this 
one portion of Ecriprure, 15 happy.. He that 
knows the true thir{t afier the true warers, and 
comes © the waters which he thirſts afrer, and 
knows how to buy, and hath boughtthe-Wine 
and Mk which 15to be had at the waters (Oh, 
who knows what this buying 18 1 This 1s be. 
youd alt rals and outward profeſſion CONCern. 
ig :he thing concerning the precious pearl.this 
15the zeal, hearty trafficx1g of the wiſe Mer- 
chant for ir.) And then to hearken ditigen tly 
and cat that whicl 1s gooJ, and to have the 
Moul dclghe ic ſelf mr the fornets of God's Houle, 
in the riches and fatneſs of his Goodnels and 
Mercy 1n Cant jeſus : and not ovly to taſte of 
Mercy, bur to witneſs 1t ſure 1n the everlaſting 
Covenant, that God will ncyer be wroth with 
m2 more, -'never be a ſiranger to me more, 
never depart from me more, nor ſufter me to 
depart from him, bar preſerve me pure and 

chaſt to him, through his love ſhed abroad in 
my heart, wad] 115 holy tear, which conlitrains 
me to abide with him, and 0 keep his Com- 
mandments, 

But whoſoever drinketh of the water that I 
ſhall give him, ſhall never thirſt + Int the Water 
tas 1 ſhall give 1m, ſhell be in him a Well of 
Water (pringing »p into everlaliing Life, Job. 4s 

1 4. 15s not this an unjverſal Promiſe ro be made 
(5 g004Q 
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o00d to every one that drinks of the water of 
Lite, of the water that Chriſt gives ? Did not 
Chriſt promiſe it ſhoutd bea Well ? a ſpring- 
ing Well ? The Fountain 1s of a ſpringing na- 
ture : and 15 not eyery drop of the ſame nature? 
ot a living nature, of a ſpringing nature ? He 
thac rightly drinks, doth he not receive a Well 
O che Water which Chriſt giveth, doth it not 
become a Well in the true diſciple, in the liy- 
ing diſciple ? oue of which Well the Water 
1s {till ſpringing and flowing, to nouriſh up with 
Life and unto Life, even wich Life of an eyer- 
laſting nature, and unto Lite everlaſting, 0 
the pure plory that is revealed in the Goſpel-dil. 
penſation! why 1s 1t ſo hid from mens eyes, who 

rofels themſelves to know the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, and to be his diſciples ? 

For the Life was manifeſted, and we hav 
ſeen it, and bear witneſs , and (hew unto you 
that eternal Life which was with the Father, 
and was manifejied unto us. T hat which we hav 
ſeen and heard, declare we unto you, that ye al. 
ſo may kave fellowſhip with us; and truly ow 
felon ſhip is with the Father, je with his Son 
Jeſu Chriſt, 1 J b. x. v.2, 3. This 1s precious, 
co experience the Lite inwardly manifeſted,and 
©o come out of death inwaraly telr, into Lit 
inwardly maniteited, and ſo io come into the 
hoiy f:llowthip wich theFat ner and Son, and 
Wick the Sain.$ 11 Lignt : for bz thac come! 


Ou 


precious to be experienced. 99 


out of the darkneſs into the Lighc, comes out 
of the Fellowſhip'of the dead, into the Fellow- | 
ſhip of rhe Living. 
al Come unto me all ye that labour and are heavy- 
ef laden, and 1 will give you reſt. Take wy yoke 
TefſÞl upon you, and learn of me,for 1 am meek and lowly 
I» in heart : and ye ſhall find reſt unto your ſouls. 
ot For my Yoke is eaſy and my Burthes 15 light. 
v0 Mart, xx. 28, 29, 30, This invitation ct Chriſt 
er was to be fulfilled in the hearts of his diſciples, 8: 
<hF it is precious inwardly to witneſs it efteCtually in 
r-} the heart, as really as ever 1t was ſpoken by him. 
ON To be ableco ſay, in the evidence and demon- 
{.H ration of his Spirit Ic 15 true, I did laboar,T 
0 was heavy-laden, none couldeaſe or help me ; 
us till he called, c1ll he knocked at the door of my 
heart, and till I came to him, and received him 
veſſh in: and he hath made good his word to my 
ſj foul,he hach given me reſt trom my Jabours and 
| heavy Loads, He hath laid his Yoke upon me, 
2 and] bave took it and born ir, and have learn- 
lf edof him, ro be meek and lowly in heart, hike 
Þ him, and I have found reſt to my Soul, And 
1g now I ſhall never complaia more of his yoke or 
,f burthen, he hath made 1ty and doth daily make 
a itfo eaſy and hght co me, | 
{: And we know that the Son of God 5 come, and 
Ml hath giver us an tyderſtanding that we may kyow 
al him that t true ; ard we are 1n him that # trut 
1 G& 2 even 
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even 11 Þis Son yo Chriſtk, Thu tu the true 
God aud eternal Life, x Joh, &- 20, There 1s a 
inward, ſpiritual coming of the Son of God into 
the heartzby which Coming {to them that receive 
him) he givetha new and Spiritual underſtand- 
ing, whcreby they know him that 1s true (and 
without 1t they caiinot) and we ingraticd 1nto 
him,a -d fourd 1a himz partaking of his Lite and 
rightcouſiels, to thegiory of God the Father; 
2nd ſo in true underitanding are able to ſay, Lo 
thu tu the God, this ts the Saviour we waited for, 


Thu vw the irueor very God, and Eternal Life. 


Whar ate all notions abvuut God, and abour 


h:s Son Chriſt Jc (us, to this : _— ſenſe and 


cxpericnce of them ? 
God who commanded the Light to ſhine out of 
"259% ſs, vath ſhined in our hearts, to give the 
L:g6: be A, be knowledg id the glory of God, inthe 
face G| / Jeſu C brift, 4» Cor. 4. G. how PIe- 
CIGUS 15S it to be able to witnels this in meaſure ! 
——— :ce God thining upon my tabernacic 
(45 7 jb lpcaks, Top 29. 2,3 ) and by his Ligh: 
my waiking through darknels) Ic 15 rue, Chriſt 
bras the Light, he had the fulucſs of Light, and 
the Avoitles a very great proportion; but bleflied 
be the Lord I have received ſome, and am chan- 
ged by it, and become light in the Lord, and 
walk with God and dwell with God in the light, 
even, £5.00 15 Light and dwels and walks 1n the 


Light, 


Sptiue which had cmbor: 


precio us to be experienced, IOL 


Light. Is not this a blefled rcftimony ? and is 
not he bleſſed whocan fer his fealtto it ? 

WWich veil ts done away in Criſt, 2 Cor. 2. 
14, It was promiled of old, that in the woun- 
tain where God weu'd make the Feaſt of jag 
things, he would deltroy, ſwallow up or do a- 
way the veil, or that which veils the Life and 
Glory ofthe Lord from man, and hinders 16 
from bein? revealed in him, Iſa. 25. 6. 7, Now 
in Chriſt there 1s no veil, Ila Its Light, Lite, 
Spirit and Power, there 35 no veil, Where 
they are inwardly manifeſted and received, the 
veil is done away,aid in? glory of the iny ftery 
revealed and beheld. | 

If ye cont inue 11 my Word ther are ye my diſci- 
ples indeed and je ſhall kyow the truth & the truth 
ſhall make you free, Jon. 3, 31,32. What is chis 
word which the diſciples of che Lord Jeſus | 
Chriſt are to continue in? Is it any leſs than 
Spirir and lite? And wh tisj: co bea diſcipic 
indeed, but to learn the Law of Life at his 
mouth, aid ro continue therein? And what 


| 15 the truth which makes free ? Is 1t not the liv 
[ing truth (the word which lives and abides for 


ever) the powertal truth, the operative crutch ? 
Tais cuts between a man and his lovers, this dis 

des berween Soul and Spir't, Joints and inar- 
row, and makes the - Soul tree from thar evil 


Df ip Y 3,0 
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it giveth ſtrength, it maketh free from the Souls 
nemies, from the bondage of fin and corrupti- 
ON, and brings into the gloriwus hbercy of the 
Sohs of God, And they that are mzde tree from 
ſinſby that which 1s contrary to :n, and which 
ſ:bdues, overcomes and deſtroys fin ; they 
doubtleſs are free indeed. O precious 1s 1t to ex- 


perixnce this,even the truth chat is free from fin, 


and makes free trom fin ail that rruly know it, 
and xe joyned to it, and live and abide in ut / 
Fir ſi\ ſhall not have dominion over you : for yt 
are not Ander the Law, but under prace, Rom.6. 
14. What's the Law ? What's the miniſtratr 
on of the Law ? Is it not the miniſtration of the 
letter ? of that which is holy and righteous by 
an outward or licteral Command > What' 
Grace? Is it not the inward teacher, which 
inwardly inſtructeth to deny ungodlineis and 
worldly Iuſts, and co live Soverly,Righteouſly 
and Godiily, &c, Is it not the miniſtracion of 
the Spirit and Power? Is ic not the miniſtration 
of the xecw Coverant,w here the Law of the Spl- 
ritot Life in Chriſt jeſus is wiitten 1n tne heart, 
and the commar.:orment of Lite made eaſy, by 


the power of the Lord Jeius, who manifeſk| 
f w1 willing unto and vhþ. 


. ws © ir By Oe "* Pa 
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uidcr ibis Grace, 
doh it no break the yower and domi- 


: 4 
non of {in in them, and ſer them free therefrom? 


Calf 
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Can fin break in upon thoſe, who dwell under - 
the ſhadow of the Almighty ? Indeed a man 
may be under a literal diſpenſation of holy 
Commands againſt ſin,and yet be under the po- 
wer of Sin : but he char is gathered under the 
wing of Chriſt, under che Grace and Spirit of 
the Golpel, turned from Satars power to God's 
Power, and within the Wall and Bulwark 
thereof ; he witnefleth this true 5 Sz hath wot 
Dominion, Sin cannot bave Dominion, Sin ſhall 
not have Dominion over you 5 no device of che 
enemy {hall be able to hurt or deſtroy on Gods 
holy Mountain,for his Light ſhines there to d1- 
ſpel the darkneſs, and his power 1s revealed 
there to ſcatter and daſh in pieces the ſtrength of 


the enemy, whenever it appears, 


Upon all the glory ſhall be a defence, Iſa. 4.5. 
O the Lord God,by the Spirit and Power of the 
Goſpel, in the day thereof, 1s bringing many 
Sons to Glory : 3nto Great, Inward, Spiritual 
Gloryz yea into exceeding Glory (For the min1- 
firation of the Spirit exceeds in glory, ) And as 
God hath ordained chis gloriousminittration for 
bisSons and daughters under theNew Covenan:: 


fo by .che Spirit awd Power of the New Co- 


| veraar, when ic breaks forth, he 1s daily work- 


Ing, tranflating and changivg them, out of the 
exrchly narure and image, into his own divine 
nature, into his own heaveoly Glory, 2 Cer, 


| 3. 1%. And bleſſed te rhe Lord, the deterce 
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of his power is [pread over the glory of his holy 
Mountain, fo that nothing Can make a prey of 
or devour tie birth of life, or deprare of the in- 
neritance of Life there. The Lord doth not onl 
give a Es lor, and bnes 1n pleaſant places : 
but SITTLER the lor of his Children, fo chat 
25g can gawell mther Fathers Houſe, and ted 
on the Heave: ly Food and rich daintics of the 
Ringdom, 11 the _ of th? name of the 
Lord cher God, whi a 15 ſuch a dread unto the 
enemies, and ſuc £21 about them,as none 
Ca;1 maxe atraid c be. he ey are keprin perfect 
Peace, mn perfect ret, 1n ol e Love, out of 
winch Lite ſprings _ 'flo ows continually, 
And in tha os thou (halt ſay, O Lord, 1 
will pra:ſothee,though thoa waſt angry with mt, 
t P1n0 4200 1574rned away and thos comforteſt me, 
B-beld, Go d is my Salvation : I will truſt axd 
19t 9h afraid; for the Lord Tehovan u my ſirength 


W 
1 
1} 


and , ag ,he #lſo 5 i become my Salvation. T hit: 
"ug wit Foy | ſhall ze draw water out of the Wells 


of Salvation, Ia, 12.1, 2, 3. O precious z to 
witneſs the 1nWarc Spiricual day of redemption 
and deliverance, wherein praiſes from a lving 
tenſe nac ve ſpring up to the Lord ! To wit 
nels tne reproofs at an end, the anger, 1naig- 
n2ti ng = ths and {orrow ar an end, and the 
comforter come: miniftring Peace, } 
cmfort to the Soul. Ab, when the Lord 15 
me the Salvation (H! | ver, 1! 


precious to be experienced, Io5 
Life, his Vertue the Salva ation )when Faith ſprings 
cowards him, and the fear of cheenemy {or 
concerning the enemy) is baniſhed ; when he 
is experienced to be the Soul's daily ftrength a-; 
gain{ſt him; yea and doth fo aeliver,that inſtead 
of the-former fear, becauſe of che tury and op- 
prefſion of the enemy, the Soul can now ſing 3 
becaule of that ſtrength and heaven)y authority 

which the Lord pi utreth forth and exerciſeth 
in the hear: agat: nft him ! When the Well of 
Life, the Well of Saivation, the Saviours Well 
1s Kept 0penzaid the e Philiftins, the uncircum- 
caſed Spirirc, Power and ra:ure caſt our, that 
they can ſtop 1t no more ; bur the ſoul can draw 
the water of Lite, out of t th e Well and Fountain 
of Life with Joy; Ah men the Golpel-diſpen- 
ſation 15 indeed known, and the blefled eſtate 
thereof witneſled and experienced / 

{ co; wy thee to buy of me Gold tryed inthe 
Firs, that thou mayeſt be rich, and white rarment, 
chat : tou mayeſt be cloathed, and that thi ſhame 

of toy pa Redneſ do not arpear, aud anont thine 
exes with e) e-jalve, that thou mayſt ſee, Rev. 3. 
19, What 1s tre Gold tryed in the fire, which. 
man 3S rO buy ot Chriſt, that he may be made 
rich therewich 2 What is the white raiment, 

which the foul; 15s fo be clothed with, wichads 
whicl ar naked in God's 4 X-{ in the fight 
of the teuly diſcerning; and there 15 atime,whbn 
the ſhime of its nakednels ts apycar more ge- 
nerally, 


| 106 Very ſweet Scriptures 


nerally, as it doth already to the eye of the 
ſpiritual man, whoſudgeth all things ? Whar 
15 theeye-lalve, wherewith the eye 1s to be a, 
nointed, or 1t cannoc fee? Is 1rnot precious to 
purchaſe this Gold and Raimenc of Chriſt, and 
to have this eye-falve ro anoint the eyewith,and 
to keep 1t open that it may daily ſee its way,and 
walk 1n the Lighc ot the Lord ? Certainly this 
js all inward and SpiricuaL,as a remnant witneſs 
ic this dayz Glory to the Lord God, 

But the anoiniiing wh: ch ye have received of 
him,abideth tn jos © -1d ye need not that any man 
teach you : Bui, as 1he ſame anonting teacheth 
you of all things and #5 iruth, avd 15 no lie : and 
even 4s ut bath taught you, ye ſhall abide 
ia bim, x Joh. 2. 27. The outward anoint- 
ing was a ihadow of the inward, and had a 
elory i in it, under the dilpenlation of the Law 
and the inward anoincting mn the Goſpel-diſ- 
penlation 1s Spiricual and Divine, and exceed- 
ing glorious. Chriſt, the anointed one, a- 
noints all his, "No being a Son, without being 
begotten by the Spirit and Power of the Father: 
and no abiding a Son, but by the Virtue and 
Power of the fame Spirit,remaining in and with 
the Soul, fo that every Son receives of the anoint- 
ing of * che Father: Chriſt received the Spirit, the 
falneſs, a he might give tothem a proporti- 
on. Now co experience this anointing, and to 
experience it abiding, and teaching all things, 
an 
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and to know this voice, the voice of the Sheep= 
herd, the voice of the anointing, which the 
Sheep {till finds to be true and no lye ; and to 
abide in the Vine,in the Life,in the Spirit, in the 
Power, as this Spirit or Anointing teacheth : Oh 
here's the ſweet ſtate, the clear ſtarezthe bleſled 
ſtate / Here the Promiſes and Bleſſings are Yea 
and Amen in Chriſt, and the Soul can ſay, He 
is Faithful and Jult who hath Promiſed, who 
hath opened the treaſures of Life to his Family, 
to his Houſe, to his Children co his Servants ; 
and bleſſeth them with all Spiritual bleſſings, in 
heavenly chings in Chriſt, 

Swerely his Salvation 1s nigh them that fear 


| bim; that Glory may dwell in our Land, Mercy 


and Truth are met : Righteouſneſs aud Peace 
have kiſſed, Truth Saline out of the earth: 
and Righteouſneſs ſhall loch down from heaven. 
Tea the Seed (hall grve tua: which 8.5 good : and 
our Land ſhall yield her increaſe, R: ;phreouſneſs 
ſhall go before him: and ſþ. aan 15 1nthe way of 
bis = Pſal.85. 9. to the end. Is it not preci= 
ous to wirnels thar tear of God in the heart, to. 
which Salvation is nigh, and the Land wherein 
Glory dwells? Where Mercy and Truth meer, 
Righteouſneſs and Peace kiſs? Where Truth 
ſprings out of the Earth, and Righteouſneſs 
looks down from Heaven? Where God gives 
that which is good, and the Land of the Living 
yields the increaſe of Lite to him ? Where righ- 
teouſneſs 
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teouſneſs gots betore him , and he ſets his in 
the way of his [reps ? Where the Lamb ge 
before z and che way is nor Knows ue as the 
Lamb cons before, and leads tutoir? Where 
God is the She cpherd , "ogy the Soul doth not 
want, becauſe he makerh it to he down in pa- 
ſturcs of tender grals and leadeih by thu waters 
of quierneſs (where it drinks of the brook in che 
way) ard in the paths of righreouſncl: for his 
names ſake ? ſee Pſal. 23. 15 therenoi a K ng- 


dom of darknels, a Land of intq _ 12wardly? 


and do nor they they that dweil chere, and fit 
there, dwell in dikes and fit 18 the region 
and ſhadow of death ? Andi 1s there not a tra- 
vel our of this Land, in:o the holy Land (the 


Land of Lizht,the Lind of the Living) and a_ 


tranſlation out of this Kingdom,into che King- 
dom of the dzar Son? And 1s not God the 
Sheepherd there? Chriſt the Biſhop of the 
Soul chere? and doth not he overſee and take 
care ot ſouls there, leading them into freſh pa- 
ſtares, and by the ſoft flowing waters? Is not 
Sa! vacion nich there, yea round abour that 
Land > doth nor Mercy and Truch meer therc? 
Rig g1:coulnels 2 d Peace kiis there? yea doth 
not the glory of tne moit high dwell in,and 
overthadow that Laud ? 1s notthe eye of the 
Lord Upon ic for good, from one en4 of the 
Year tO the otter ? doth not he warch over it 

} chat none hurt ut, and water 


? 
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it in the proper ſcalons? O, who can utter the 
Goodneſs andGlory of che Lord which js reveal- 
ed and ſhines here ! 

Rev. 3. 20, Bebold, Iſland atthe door, and 
krock 2 of any man bear my wouce, and open the 
door”, T will com in t0 him,end will ſup with him, 
and be with me. 1ie:e arc ſeveral things, which 
in their order ana falons, the hving come to a 
ce:tain and ſenhble experience of, As firſt, 
Chriſts ſtanding ar the door and knocking. 
What is the door at which he ſtands ? and how 
doth he knock 2 How d-th the contrary Spirit 
KNOCK ? how doth his Spirit Knock ? Secondly, 
What 1s hts Voice 2 and how 1s his Voice heara? 
To hear Wiſdoms cry within, in the inward 
ſtreets 5 his call at the door, at which he woald 
enter + Muſt nocthe true ear in ſome mcaſure be 
opened hrlt ? Can any one hear wichour an car? 

Third] 7, What it 15 to open the dooz? there is a 
Joorkeeprs {tare to be witneſled:and the right 
door-Keeper knows now to open and bowto ſhut 
the door, and is exerciled 1n ovenivg and ſhur- 
ting the door. The King of lor! y 15.70 be open. 
ed toand letin :; but no wolf, no ftranger,no 
ſtrange Spirit is co be hearkned or opened to. 
Fourthly, What Chriſt's coming 1n 1 at the door 
opened ro him ? When he knocks, would he 

not come 1n ? Would he ſtand alwayes at the 
door knocki: 'g? Nay, nay; when che door is 
opencd, at which he knocks, he who 1s the Re- 
ſ\ur- 
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ſurreRion and the Liſe enters,the King of Righ- 
reouſneſs, the King of Peace enters; he who is 
the Wiſdom and Power of God enters : and 
what becomes of the Power and Goods of the 
enemy then ? Doth he not kill and deſtroy 
them ? doth he no: conſume and devour them ? 
Doth he not empty the Houſe of them, and gar- 
njth che houſe with thac which 1s cruly pure, 
lorious and beautiful? Laſtly, what 1s it to 
have him ſup with the ſoul, and what is 1t for 
che Sou] ro ſup wich him ? Is not here eating 
nnd drinking jn his Fathers Kingdom ? Doth 
he not firſt defiroy the D.vils Kingdom, and 
then fer up his own Kingdom ? and doth he not 
teatt with che ſoul, and feaſt rhe Soul in the 
Kingdom which he ſecs up there? O that all 
men knew how near he, who ts eternal Lite, is 
to them + Doth not God ſearch the heart ? Is 
not he near the heart? doth not his Light 
ſhine there, in the m:dit of mans darkneſs and 
corruption ? doth not his Power reach thither, 
and aſſaulc and trouble the enemy ? doth not 
his pure Love, wherewith he Joverh man, pierce 
thither > Doth he not knock zdoth he not call? 
D>oth he not touci ? doth he nor draw ? doth 
he nor give, at r:mes, ſome living tender ſenſe 
to many hearts, who too much neglect and del 
piſe him, and1 regard not the day of his tender 
viſiing chem ard calling after them ? O how1s 


the Loye of Ged, the Spirit of God, the -_ 
0 
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of God, the Wiſdom of God, the Power of God, 


the drawings and infiructions of his Grace, day 
by day, reliſted by che Wiſdom, and Will of 
the fleſh, iv thoſe that are born thereof and 
hearken thereto z and (o live after the fleſh; and 
not after that which reproves the fleſh, 

Many more Scriptures might be mentioned, 
and allo ſenſibly and livingly witneſſed to : bur 
theſe are enough to give a taſte. The Lord open 
mens underſtandings into the thing it ſelf, and 
give them the key which opens into the ruth,e. 
ven into the myſtery thereof, whereinis the hid- 
den Lite and Vertue. Amen, 


A few words Concerning the true Crift,bow 


it may be certainly and'infallibly know 


which is be, 


This Queſtion relates not to his outward ap= 
pearance 1n the dayes of his fieſh : but to his 10- 
ward and ſpiritual appearance, how ic may be 
known ? To which the Aniwer on my heart 1s, 
Even atcer the ſame way, and by the {; me means 
is he to be known in his inward appearance, as 
he was known in his outward : which was,by 
the revealing of the Father, For one knows the 
Son, but the Father ; and he to whom the Father 
reveals biew. And when Simon Peter confefied 


him co be Chriſt the Son of the living God, Bleſs 
ſed, 


Concerning the true Chriſt, 


I12 


ſed, ſaid he, art thor Simon Bar-Fora : for fleſh 


and bloud bath net revecied it nnto thee, but my 
Father whichis in Heaven, Mart. 16. verl, i6, 
17. And if noneconld know Chriſt in his ap- 

earance in fieſh, norwichſtanding fo many ma- 
nifeſt and cxpreſsProphetie- concerning him, vut 
\uch oniy co whom the Father revealed him: 
how ſhall a':y xnow his inward and ſpiritual ap- 
pearance ; u! Is they be caught of che Fatner 
and hear and learn of him fo to do ? 

" Bur more particularly to ſhew how the Fa- 
ther revealed his $0n, 2nd how they came to 
know 11 that day, t that he was the Son of the 
living God, che holy oneztae atiozared $avic ar, 
and chat che ſame w ay,and by tne ſaine means, 
people e that will iruty know him, muſt come to 
te knowleds of him now , 

F 
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Sond 


irſt, They Came tO know him, by the mani- 
feitatzon of the l 
tuincſs of thc Grave and Truth which dwelt 1n 
him, and put it {elf torth, ſo asto be diſcerned 
by:che inward and ſpiritual eye in chem, For 
the Life was manifeſted, 1 Joh, 1.2. The Liſe 
which wss in blm, was mamfclted to the Spirl- 
rual eye which was 1a then!; and thus they came 
ro know him. 


Seconali,, by his voice and _ Thus 
' faid he concernips his theen in thoſe days, that 
they Know! his voice, Tb. x0, 4.. Ob, he 


hat; ſucna YOucc, TL RO1C Eacil but he, De 
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tfe that was in him, by the 
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ſpeaks 1n his Father's aurhoricy (not as the 
Scribes, nor as earthly wiſe, learned men) he 
ſpeaks in the evidence and demonſtration of 
God's Spirit. The words which he {peaks,are 
Spiritand Life, They. that hear his voice, 
live, And when he ftands at the door and 
knocks, he pierceth deep, O che beatings of 
his hand upon the render and ſenſible hearts and 
conſctences, O, his ſecret reproofs, his fecrec 
inſtructions, his ſecre: ruicknings and enlight; 
enings 3 how did they. and how do they eter-= 
nally make him manifett in the hearts aud ' 
conictences of his / | 

*Thirdly, By his Baptiim, or by his baptiz- 
ing into his own Spirit and Power. While 
people were in expectation, and muſed in their 
hearcs of Fob, whether he were the Chriſt or 
not : Fobs anſwers the caſe.and tells them, how 
they might diſcern and know the true Chriſt, 
Itis not I, who baptize with water : bur he 
that baptizeth with the Holy Ghoſt, and with fire: 
whoſe fan # in his hayd &c, Luk. 3. 15, 16- 
17. Was not this then, and is not this now the 
way to know the true Chriſt ? He that know- 
«h him who inwardly and ſpiritually baprizeth, 
him who hach the fan, who inwardly fanneth 
and purgeth che Floor,gathering in the Wheacry 
and bur!:1ng up the chaff : doth not he inward- 
ly, truly and Spiritually know Chriſt ? He that 
knoweth the Word Which is quick and pow- 
H crful 


IT4 (Concerning ibetrue (hriſt, 
erful and. ſharper than any two-edged ſword, 
piercing even to the dividing aſunder of Soul & 
Spirit,8 of the joints and marrow, and 1s a diſ. 
cerner of the thoughts and incents of the heart; 
doth not he know che word which was 1n the be- 
ginning,which was with Gedzyea which was God; 
tor he is the only ſearcher of the heart,aud crier 
of the reins. 

Fourchly, By his mighty works. T he works 
which the Father bath grven me tio fimſh, thi 
Tame works that 1 do,bear witneſs of me, that the 
Father hath ſent me, Joh. 5. 36, And when 
Jobn ſent two of his diſc! ha © Jeſus, with 
t 115 queſtion, Art thou be that ſhould come, 
lock we for another ? Chriſt bids them go and * ' 
Joba whac things they had icen and heard, 5, | 


that the Blind ſee, the Lame walk, the * - 
are Cleanſed, the Deaf pear, the ___ 33'6 7 dg 
ſed, to the poor the Goſpel 1s Preacher +: i Lleſ 
ſed is he whoſoever ſha!l not bs «j -: 2 ts 


Luke, 7. 22, 23» Why herein is @ kay 
thing. laid the blind manyzthar ye know not from 
whence be i is, and yet he bath opened my eyes, Joh. 
9.30, who bach the power, and putceth 
torch che power inwardly, who openech the 
inward eye, the inward ear, loofeth che inward 
tongue, cauſeth the inward fect to walk in the 

way of Life, and the inward hands ro work 
the worts of God: he is che Meiah,the Saviour, 
che word of Litc, che Son of che Living God, 
| 'Iney 
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They that believe in him, in his Spirit, in his. 
Power, in his inward appearance, have the wit- 
neſs in themſelves,the living teſtimony, which 
none can put out or take away from them, He 
hath opened mine eyes, he h:th opened my 
heart, he hath raiſed me out of che grave,he hath 
given me eternal Life, He hath changed me 1n- 
wardly, created me inwardly, by, the working 
of his mighty power, and 1] daily live, am pre- 
ſerved and grow by the ſame power, I teel his 
Life, his vertue, his power, his preſence day by 
day. He is with me, he livesin me: and L 
live not of my ſelf, bur by feeling him to live in 
me, finding life ſpring vp from him into me and 
through me; and therein lics all my ability and 
ſtrength for evermore, 


A few words, in the Bowels of tender 
Love and Good Will to my Native 


(Country, 


Ic is written, When thy judgments are in the 
earth, the inhabitants of the World (hall learn 
Righteouſneſs. O that this might be verified 
concerning thee, O England, even that thou 
mighteſt learn Righteouſneſs, and chat the dayes 
of thy unrighteouſneſs might come to an end ! 
Have not God's judgments been upon thee ? 
Yea, are not God's Judgments ſtill upon thee ? 
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And can any thing divert them from coming 


more upon thee, but thy ſpeedy returning un- 
tothe Lord in breaking off thy fins by unſeign. 
ed Repentance ? O that thou mighteſt be ſen- 
fible of the hand of the Lord, and mighteſt 
hear the Rod, and him who hath appointed ir, 
The Lord hath power over all Nations, and 
can break them in peices as a Potters Veſlel, 
They are but as the drop of a Bucket, as the 
ſmall duſt of the Ballance: they are betore him 
as nothing, and are counted to him leſs than 
nothing and vanity, Read Iſa, 24. See how 
God will plead with Nations, and conſider 
whether he be not dealing thus with thee? O 
hath not thit been found in thee, and 1s not 
that found in thee, which provokech the Lord 


exceedingly ? O that che weighty ſenſe of thy' 


ſins were upon thee, and that thou myghteſt 
truly repent and turn from them. that chou 
mighrteſt reap the benefit of God's Judgments, 
and learn Righteouſneſs; and his Indignation 
m:zhrbe removed from thee, and his tender 


Bu cls of compaſſion move rowards thee ! 


But perhaps ſome may ſay, What z the 
Fightconſneſs we ſhould learn ? 


Anſw, O learn to know God, that 1s a righr 
reous thing, Learn to fear God. Learn co wor: 
ſhip him erighrs How is that ? Why, in his 
own 
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own Spirit and Truth, in which he ſeeks to be 
worſhiped. Learn Humility cowards God : 
learn Juſtice and Mercy cowards Men, Learn 
to love thy Enemies, It ye will be Chriſtians, 
that 15 the Law of Chriſt. But that which is 
called the Chriſtian world, many of chem have 
not yet learned fo much as to love their Friends, 
but hate and perſecute ſuch as fear the Lord, 
and ſeek their good, and ſtand in thegap to 
keep back the Wrath of the Lord, from break- 
ing in upon them, and are wreſtling mightily 
with him, with ſtrong cries that he would ftay 
the ſharpneſs thereof, that it might not break 
forch to their deſtruction. Learn to doto 0. 
thers, as ye would be done ro. Do not do to any 


. becauſe of their Religion and render Conſct- 


ences towards the Lyrd, what ye would not 
have done to your ſelves becauſe of your Reli. 
gion, How long will ic be, ere ye learn this ! 
h2w many Judgments and Diſltrefles {hall come 
upon you, betore ye bow in Spirit under the 
mighty hand of God, and yield your ſelves, in 
ſubmuttion to him, to learn theſe things of him, 


Queſt. But how ſhall we learn Riglte- 
ouſn?ſs 7 


Anſw., Retire inwardly to that, and harken 
inwardly to that which gives the ſence of Judg- 
ments, and learn of that ; and that will wean 
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you inwardly from all your unrighteouſnels, 
and teach you Righteouſneſs. There 1s that in- 
wardly jn the unregenerate, which hardens and 
miſleads : there 3s alſo that inwardly which 
tenders, melts, teacheth and leaderh aright ; as 
it is believed in and obeyed. O chat men knew 
the difference berween theſe rwo, and how to 
turn fromthe one to the other. For out of the 
heart proceeds all that is evil and vain : and out 
of the heart are the iſſues of Life alſo, The 
well or puddic of the muddy Waters, of the 
Waters of Egypt, of the Wine of Sedom, and 
Woacers of Babylon 1s there : and the Well and 
Ciſtern of the pure Waters is there alſo. O 
my native Country, that thou mjghteſt be the 
firſt Nation,in this age of the World that might 
pals through the judgments of God, and be 
cleanſed thereby and be happy ? O chac thy 
Rulers and Goyernors were weaned from the 
ſpirit and wiſdom of this World, and might re- 
ceive of God's holy Spirit and Wiſdom, and 
Judge and Govern themſelves and the people 
thereby! When the - Jew outward was cholen 
to be che people of God, did not he pour our 
ot his Spirit ro govern them by? Were the 
Judges, Kings and Leaders thereof,only anvint- 
ed with outward Oyl? were they not alſo 
anoinred with God's Spirit? And can any 
Chriſtian Magiſtrate govern aright any Chri- 
{tian Nation, witaouc the alliſtance and gui- 
dance 
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dance of the ſame Spiric ? And O chat all the 
people were anoinred allo, that they might be 
| inwardly Kings and Pricſ(ts to the Lord, and 
| f the Kingdom of Chriſt might be inwardly ſer 
up in ali cheir hearts, and every man might 
"ff reign in and through him, over the encmies of 
© his own ſonl! O that the Power and ULlory of 
| the Lord might cover thy Governors and Inha- 
© bitancs, O England ! O the prayers that have 
| been long put up, in bowels of renderneis for 
thee! O the beſome of the Lord, the beſome of 
| his Righteous Judgments, that 1t might (weep 
- Ef the hearts of men .jo-wardly, that this Nation 
| might be prepared for the Glory of the Lord 
Ef (for che Glory which he reveais in his Heavenlz 
birth) to break forth outwardly, to the admi- 
ration and m2zmfying of the work of his Po- 
wer, i: the eyes of all b=:10iders, Amen, Amen. 


THE END. 
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